the your of God, 


| VE Iccompted Dad the wozkes of 
8. a c, and let foꝛtch in his 
name, paofitable ta mone 2: 
| all men to lone Bod foz his 163 
benefits receangiy ; q 
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Lone not the world neither the things 
ns ee a man lo vn 
g the woril the loue of the Father is 


not in hm. 


SDeene and alowed accoꝛdinge to 
Auenes Maicſties Jniunctions. 
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Vertuous and noble Pyin- 
ces Queene Elizabeth, by the- gtace ? 


= - 
of God, Queene of England, Fraunce, 


and Ireland, defender of the 
fiyth. &c. 


SZ Mons all other be- 
— 


5 & nefites, molt graci- 
N av, ous ſoueraigne La- 
Why dic, which Godin 


1 A 95 mercie hath beſto- 
»/ oed vpon your roi- 
2 al perſon the know 


ledge of G OD's = 
moſtſinguler, & for the which we your 
humble Subiectes haue moſte cauſe to 
prayſe God. But I meane not the know 
ledge of hys eſſence or beyng, whych 
none of the Angels or heauenly powers 
are able to comprehend : Neyther yet 
that general knowledge of God which 
is gotten by his creatures and workes 
from the creation of the world: Which 
although it bee of no force to chaunge 
the mynde, & regenerate to true god- 
lynes, yet are all men by it made inex- 

F A, ij. cuſeable 
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N 10.804 
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„ . when they k 


Roma. him go 


ler knowledge of God, wher- 
by not onely his vniuerſall power, and 
Fe infinite mercy repleniſhing the whole 
- __ #a&;h, but alſo his vnſearchable counſel 

. infauing) vs by Chriſt,hidden from the 


"Thys is lyfe eternall, that they myght 
know thee the onely true God, & Ieſus 
Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent· And as this 
knowledge of God doth com prehende 
in it the counſell of God to ſaue vs by 
Chriſt : ſo it doth renue the whole ma, 
&vrgeth hym to apprehend that good 
thing which it ſneweth, accordyng to 
the ſaying of Chriſt: you ſhall knowe 


free. 

hat this knowledge of God, by hys 

= good ſpirite.; already planted in your 
| Maieſties hart, might dayly encreaſe, & 

more and more bee confirmed, I haue 


4 de out a litle ſhort treatiſe, 129 
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God! in a uncle he as 8 
newe God, they glorified 
6d But en chiefe * A 


* world, is well perceiued and knowen. 
Job, y. This knowledge of God hath eternall 
annexed vnto it, as ſayth Chriſt: 


the truth, and the truth ſhall make you 


. 


N 


So d, through the conſideration of hys 


and mouing verye much to the loue of 


beneſites : Accothpted amon 
©” forkts of ſaint Huguſtine, & ſet forth 
in hys name; to dedicate the ſame to 
your Highnes. The diligent veweand 


THE EPIST LES 


the 


— 


conſideration whereof, Lknowe ryght 
well, wyll not a litle enflame and ſet on 
fire thoſe ſparkes of the knowledge & 


loue of God, already by Gods good ſpi- * - 
rite kiadled in your ben hart. For I 


am not ignorant, moſt gracious ſoue- 
raigne, of your good and gracious na- 
ture, and how muche your Maieſtye is 
enclined to loue and mercy, to pity the 
poore & miſerable, to reſpect the cau- 
ſes of ſuch as are in diſtreſſe, to help the 
oppreſſed, to pardon offences, to doo 
good to all men, which all are nothing 
els but fr uites of that knowledge — | 
loue of God, whych by the woorde of 
God, and Goſpell of Chriſt you haue 
conceaued. And as the ſame hath alre- 
dy brought forth theſe fruites, ſo I no- 
thing doubt, but the continuall medi- 
tation of Gods infinite lone, and innu- 
merable benefits,wyl bring forth more 
N fruites 
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begun, hath hetherto luc 


ling and taſte of Gods loue and mercy, 
to be altered into a new creature, to be 
altogether rauiſhed in the loue of God 
and heauenly deſires: To bee enflamed 
with Gods holy ſpirit, and the zeale of 
Gods houſe, euen throughly to deuour 
your moſt gracious hart, and with con- 
tinuall ſolace & ioy to walke ſafely be- 
fore God in ſinglenes of conſcience, for 


the accompliſhing whereof we all haue 


cauſe to pray. 
And as the reformation of the church 
and ſtate of religion by your Maieſtye 
Leh ſucceded, 
being bleſſed of God with good ſucces 
in all ciuill affaires, and that with ſuche 
peace and quietnes, as the like in our fa- 
thers daies, and among other Nations, 
hath bene ſildome ſene: So it were to 
be wiſhed, that the harts of al your ſub- 
iectes might with ly ke felicitie, to the 
furtherance and finiſhing of the worke 
begun, haue conſented together in the 
confeſsiõ of one vndoubted truth, that 
all contentions and quarels layde apart, 
we 
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7 HE EPISTLE, = 
fruites, euen ſuch, as in this litle treatiſe 
are expreſſed, namely the ſenſible fee- 


ing 7— Y _— -t —— 


THE EPISTLE, 
we might with one mouth and mynde 
haue glot iſied God the Father of our 
Lord Ieſus Chriſt 7 But the waye and 
meane to worke this effect is, that the 
loue of God, by the conſi deration f 
his benefits, and great mercy in ſauing 
vs by Chriſt, be firſt plãted in our harts, 
which once being —_— verye 
hardly be remoued, either by trouble, 
afflict ion, perſecution, or any other 
ryll. But what ſocuerſhall be ſaffered 
of vs, for the truth, and furtherance of 
religion,and for Jouc of him, who firſt 
2 vs, Wyll not onely be tolle- 
rable, but alſo delectable and eaſy. It is 
the en, we ſee, of an honeſt faith- 
full wyfe, not onelye to loue and reue- 
rence her Husband, but alſo to delight 
onehy in him, not ſo greatly for the pro- 
ſperitie and wealth of her Husban „as 
fs the hartie loue that ſhe hath concei- 
ned toward him: For which loues ſake, 
ſne chuſeth rather with hym to lyue in 
poore eſtate, then with anye other to 
enioy great ritches and wealth. So no 
doubt, it is the propertie of Chriſtes 
ſpouſe, whole hartis touched with the 
loue 
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joue of God, to ſolace and comfort her 
ſelfe onely in his loue, in reſpect Vhere- 
of, all pleaſure, ioy, & loue of this world 


| vyle , and chuſcth rather wyth 
WF e afflictions, and ſuffer hard 
then with the world to enioye 


th 

the pleaſures of ſinne for a ſeaſon. For 
ſurely ſuche is the nature of the loue of 
God, that as it nothing forceth of, or 
regardeth not the afflictiõs of thys life, 
ſo it vtterlye contemneth and treadeth 
vnder foote the vanities & loue of this 
world, as nothing, in reſpect of his loue, 


ho firſt hath loued vs. 


Tothe furtherance whereof, tlie dis 


ligent reading of this litle treatiſe, wyll 


very much helpe. Wherein the Author, 
euen of ſenſe and feeling, and as one all 
together rauiſhed with the loue of god 
ſetteth forth how diuerſly, by his bene- 
fites and loue, we are mooued to loue 
him and that his vnſpeakeable loue to- | 


- wards vs, can no waies better be recom- 


penced, then by loue againe . Wherein 
if it ſhall pleaſe your Maicſty to beſtow 
ſome ſhort tyme, I know the more it is 


read, the more comfortable delight wil 


thor. be con- 
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| booncrined therein. And though par- 
aduenture this myght bee thought of 
ſome a trauaile altogetherſupertiuons, 
to tranſlate the ſame o of Lattin in 
which tong it was firſt wrytren'; and to 
dedicate the fame to your highnes, con- 
ſidering the excellencie of your know- 
ledge in the ſame tounge ;wherem you 
might yvith more delectation & plea- 
ſure haue ſolaced your ſelfe: yet to me 
it ſhould not ſeeme ſuperfluous, beyng 
ſet foorth in a language that moſte of 
your Subiectes do vnderſtand , & ther- 
fore like to redounde to the profite of 
the moe. And beſides forth, that yvhich 
zs ſet foorth vnder the protection and 
{ priuiledge of Princes, is of all men the 
more diligently read, 

And to vyhom myght I more aptlye 
dedicate the introduction to the loue 
of God, then to ſo godiy and vertuous 
a Prince, out of vvhoſe breſt ther flovy- 
eth ſuch ſtreames of mercy, and flames 
| of loue tovvard her ſubicctes. that ſhee 
ſeemeth an apt & meete foyle of God, 
vrherein the loue of God myght pro- 
fitablye be planted , The God of ous 

B. i. ther- 
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acre, enflame your moſt royal hart 
. vvith his loue, and vvith his holy ſpirit | 
direct) wo eryght courſe to eter- 

Reer in \this life your Maieſty 
hy ueſuch ſence and feeling of bys 
loue, that in tyme to come you may 
haue the full fruition therof in 
his eternall glorye. 

Amen. 


Tour Maicſties moſt humble | 
Subiect and faithful ſernaunt,, | + 
Edmund Roffen. 


Pmat Regina. 


1 Jeremſumam” D. 7 
Elizabetham Angliæ, Franciæ, . 
Hiberniæ Rginam, fideei 

Hache 


CEPIGRAMMAT A. 
N eſcia virgo viri,reont Regina potentis, 
Nobilibus multum ſollicitata procis 
Non ſociata tamen: quia nom mortalevidetur 
Coniugium mentem tangere poſſe tuam. 
Accipe diuini cœleſtia pignora ſcripti, 
| Vnae tuum flagret pettus amore Dei. 
Qu pu, in Chriſto te tam redamabit Jeſu, 
Quam fuerit Chriſt us rotus amore tm, 
Sed tuusille quidem manet, aternũq, manebit 
| {ilirs in ſtudio tu quia fixa manes. 
Nil 2 eſt igitur tay on Regina,libello 


ui docct wt facias quod prior ipſa facts. 
Nil opus eſt fateor: forſan tamen iſta legendo 
Eſſe tuus poterit multiplicatus amor. 


Ad eandem Princi 9 Fn 


Sacra des Princeps , et ſacro nomine virgo, 
Accipe que ſacro pignora fonte fluunt ph 
Omni digna quide,ſed te digniſama( priceps) 
Principe, ſacrato nomine, corde:ſide, 
By. Nomen 
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Mens venit a ſiummo numine 
Principibus multis vixe bene nota viris. 


Ad eandem Principem. 


{ hara deoPrinceps, diuinum dilige numen : 
Fine Deo, et vines Elizabetha din, 
Etpatrie perchara tuæ, perc hara Britannis, 
Qu nacta es, recta ſceptra there manu. 
Grat aq; tum 2 amplectere muſas; 
Maximus at tibi ſit relligionis amor. 
Due facis, et facies, neq; ta monuiſſe iuuabit, 


Q new feciſſe inuat ſigaula ſponte tua. 
Ad enndem Principem. 


Summa lan regum fuit inclytorum, 
Fortiter fines patria tueri : 
Quod tamen non praſtitit vila regum 
| Regia virtus, 
Extulit quoſdam Deus ipſe reges: 
Depulit quoſaanm Deus ille reges. 
Preſtiterunt onmia ſola diui 
Sceptra potentis, 


Mens ve, numine ſancta tibi. 
Atqui ſanctã ſacra decent, tibi coſecro ſacra, 
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Numinis tanti celebrato nomen: 
Vu lauden tua vota ſpectent 


Fuſa per auras. 
eAd Li bee. 


Fzlix marmoreas migrato in ædes: 


Intra limina clarioris Aulz: 


Si noui dominam palatij hujus, 


4 # 


Vltro purpureum petet libellum, 


9 DE MODO DILIGEN- 
di Deum diſtichon. 


Dilige mente deum tota, ratione modo 45 
Omnem qui ſuperet cum ratione modum, 
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bod Ru muche as that fa. 
mou, Clarks Eraſmus and 
IDS profounde Cenſor , both of 

vy and (hill , letteth not 


I'll 
7 Srl to confeſſe that thys 
2 Ra as bee 2 1 
good learning, though the ſtile, phraſe,and or- 
dier differ from the Workes of S. Auguſtine, in 
* the number of the Which it hath bene accomp 
ted And next, that it deſtryeth or bewrai- 
eth a very diligent Reader of t hat holy father 
his volumes, out of Whoſe confeſſions eſpecially 
hee hath inſerted into this Pamphlet manye 
: Wholeſome and proper ſentences , as Well tra- 
ching and proumg that S. Auſtine doth ſo of 
' 1 ren mculcate:namely that nothing was create 
' Without the Word of God, as moning and fiyr- 
; ring vs to ghoſtly loue and affettion, from the 
3 right feeling of the Which it ſeemeth to haue 
* flowen:l am the bolder to preſume that to thee 
'3 ( good Reader) it ſhall be both the more leefe 
and acceptable : And the rather becauſe that 
I haue endeuoured my ſelfe to the vttermoſt of 
m) power, in the tranſlatyng hereof , ſo to ex- 
* preſſe the copye vſed by the Author, as no ob- 
8 /ſcuritie (I trufl ) mayſemeto remaine, amd 7 
; NN Wi 
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Jo the Reader. | 
with him to haue iterated one WA: or mat- 
ter, that it may rather ſerue as a drop by oft fal 
bng to pearce more deepelye, then to breede or 
induce any lothſorsnes or ſacietie'; For albeit 
that thinges earthlye , vayne, and tranſitorie 
iuſtiy bring with them a certaine tedious 
ſdaine, When they are ts often or commonly | 
repeat ed, or lac le the releefe of pleaſant varie- | 
lie, yet am I perſiyaded , arid ſo would ] haue 
thee, that thinges heauenly ener laſting ,endles | 
and durable, and uerety repltate wylh bhyſſe | 
and felicitie, ſo Wworthely aeſcrue the Poet hys 
1118 teſtimnonie, that the oftener they be inculcate, 
= |; the more they ſhell double their pleaſure Wyth * 
uk profit . Take this therefore in gree and good | 
worth, hom ſoeuer for Want of geod 2 
#t ſeee to be confuſed, as a Wholeſome medi- 
tation, amd nolefſe needefull then frunfull for 
this tyme and ſeaſon, in the Whyche ſelfe loue, 
frieding of the fleſh,and vanity of the world ſo 
vuner(ally rage and raigne;as 725 te ſee, | 
am ſorry to report. For herein thou mayſt by * 
contemplation and vew of thy duty to Gad, c 
his loue to t hee, learme to abandon u hatſoener 
10 72 ſoule health is repugnant or aeuerſanty | 
without the interlacing of ſuperſtitions vants | 
ties or feare of infection proceding fro popery. 
| For © 


—— * ä *. 2 1 . pa 
* 1 ** 
23 o the Reader. — 


Fer in anoyding thereof, I confeſſe me plainly 


that I haue euen wittingly wſed in this traſla- 
tion a certain fredome and libertie, and redu- 


crd the ſenſe of the Author,to the conſonancy, 
an Canon of the holy ſcripture, 


For as I acknowledge it to be great and pre 


04 I ſumptuous impiety,to racks or uc force in di- 


= uine teſtimonies , ſuche I meane as are inclu- 
died wit hin the compaſſe of both Teſtaments, 
4 holden & allowed for canonical ſcriptures: 
* beyng by Goll his on mouth prohibited anye 


way to wreſt or to wring them : ſo I thinke it 


bys i not vnlamyfull, but rather requiſite and neceſ= 


vie, in tranſlating or readyng the bookes of 


mth Fnterpretours, be they olde, be they newe, or 
004 what ſoener they be, ſithens they cannot well 


ode © 
41. 


be without ſome warten of errour , eſpeciallye 


when they are conctaued & Written in mood 


for and affettion, or ret in the preiudicate opini- 
ue, ons of humans infirmitie, or willingly followe 


4% 
ration, diſcretion and iudgement grounded vp 
5 on holy Writ,as OY , adding ,alte- 


ring, or raſing, they may rea 


the iuiquitie of their time: to uſc ſuch mode- 


onably be amen 


ded, and es in part, ſo in all made fruit full to 


the Reader. T his if any man either of ſpiced 
ns conſcience, or way ward mynde, diſlike or con- 


C. i. toe 


5 ' TotheReadef, 
trole, / wiſh him more wyt, then fantaſti cally 
to deſire to haue hurtfull thinges ioyned to the 
wholeſome as of neceſuty ſpecially When they 
mays conuenientlye either be taken awaye , or 
chaunged, without preiudice done to God his | 
word, or offence geuen to good men. For I hold 
him an vnwiſe man, and more then franticke 

in folly,that wil haue any ſuch opinion of any 9 

Phiſicion, how learned or skilful ſo euer he be, V 
that becau(e hee hath receaued at his handes h 
many Wholeſome drugs, and comfortable con- b. 
fections, which at ſumdt y times turned to bys |! p 

7 
4 
. 
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Aa 


eaſe , health and ſamitie : that a poyſon by the 
ſame Phiſition in the ende or among them ſa | 

miniſtred, ſhall not be able to annoy or to hurt ö 

| 

j 


him eſpecially when the drugs or confettions | 
before geuen, had neyther qualitie, quantitie, | 
nor operation in them to qualifie, reſiſt, or ex- 
pellthe poiſon. And yet is there no earthly poi- 
fon ſo peſtilent to the body, as the poyſon of en- 
rour is noyſome to the ſoule . And therfore to 
fantaſie any earthly man ſo muche in the dyſ- 
courſe of anye peece of doctrine ( conſiderin 
that as he may both deceiue and be deceiued, 
fo he may therin coxertly conuey into the eares 
of his hearer , as many damnable paradoxes | 
8s Chriſtian articles) that not onely the care 


ſhell. | 
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1 ſha ll * taken alvaye from v5 to eſchewe hys 


ö 
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e but alſo a deſite faire kindled to lyke 

And to learne them, Where nothing is infarced 

to their confutatium, lde it nen 4 
peece of frenſie, as all the pollicies in the world 
are not able to tame. 
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Thus truſtyng that I haue not onelye ac- 
quaynted thee with the profit and cõmoditie 
Which this treatiſe ſhall yeld thee , but that I 
haue alſsrendred a ſufficient reaſon of my li- 
bertie in tranſlation, and of alteryng the ſenſe 
Where it tended any way to the derogation of 


* Gods glory by attributing to much to man his 


F 


„ 


; 7 ho. * 


merites and deſeruinges, and aduertiſing thee 
to eſteeme no man hit workes, opinions, doc- 
trine, or connſail, further then they ſhall agree 
with the touchſtone of all truth and veritie: I 
wiſh thee the grace of God his holye ſpirite to 
conduct & leade thee into all ſuch thinges 
45 ſhall ſtand with thine own dutie, 
and tend to the glorie of the 
Whole T rimtie, 
FINIS. 
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JF good to learne be thine entent, | 
And not to plain of tyme yll ſpent: 
But ſotemploy ent payne/, 
As endles fruit may be thy gayne: 
This Treatiſe reade, and herein vew 
Al duties to thy Sauiour dew. 
For this doth teache for thy behoue, 
The lord thy god how thou ſhalt loue 
For loue of thee him ſelfe that gaue 
To death, frõ death thy ſoule to ſaur. 
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introduttion to the © 
loue of Gd. 


— 
That the ſoue 6 and thy neigh- 


bour cannot be ſ epe rated. 


=D WF, | 7 mynde, earneſt 
7 5 endcuour, and coutinual 


A behoucth vs, to ſearche 
and co icarne, how, and 
| whar way, we may eſcape Hell'tozinent, | 
nd purchace heauens iop: Dithens nei⸗ 
*ther that tozment map be anopded , N92 
that iop pꝛocured, except the meanes be 
knowen, how that one may be ſhunned, _ 
e chat other artained, Let vs therfoze te 
+ mote willingly heare, andthe moze dili⸗ 
gently conſider, the woꝛdes of the Apo⸗ 
tle, in the which he pꝛopoleth thele two 
thinges, to wete, that heauens iop is bu- 
ſpeakeable: and which is the wave that 
leadeth vuto life: Foz he ſaith, that ney⸗ 
ther exe hath ſcene, noz eare hath heard, 
noꝛ the hart of man conceiucdthe things 
_—_ Bod hath pzepared fo them 5has 
B. ue 


1. Cori. 2. 
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4. Iohn. 4 


lone him. N euen by thys 


them that lone 

ippersath , that lone is both the 
way, ano the meane dy the which We a⸗ 
ſpire vnto chem. But the loue of God, 


without the louc ot thy nei hbour canot 


be had, as witneſſeth ſ. John, who ſaith 
Ve that loueth not his bꝛother whom he 
* ſeeth, how can he loue God whom he ſe⸗ 


ſhall alſo loue his neighbour. And thus 


loue which thapoſtle ſpeaketh of ſaying: 


GD hathe pꝛe⸗ 


eth not ? And this cõmaundement haue 
we krom God, that who ſo loueth God, 


in thecſe two loues conſiſteth that true 


J. Cor. 12 


lent waye. This mote excellent wap is 
loue, which leadeth to that heauenly coũ⸗ 
trie, and without the which no man can 


5 "ELEC: 


But whois in this way: oꝛ who knows 
eth it 2 Foꝛſoth he that loueth both God 
andhis neighbour . Yowe then is God 
firſt, and next che neighbour to be loned? 
Me muff lone God moꝛe the our ſelues, 
and ourneighbour as our ſelues. + 

ue 


And yet ſhew J vnto pou a moze ercel- 
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ti 
loue Ood moze then our ſelues, when we 
in all thinges pꝛeferre his pleaſure and 
cãõmaundementes befoʒe our own wyls. 
But our neighbour we are not cõmaun⸗ 
ded to loue aboue our ſelues, but as our 
ſelues. that is: to will, and to wiſh vnto 
him all the goodnes which we ouzht to 
wyll oz wiſh to our ſelues, and ſpecially 
the euerlaſting ioy and blyſſe , and to the 
attainment thereofto aſſiſt, and to helpe 
him both with bodely e ſpiritual goodes, 

as reaſon requireth,and abilitie permit⸗ 

teth. In conſideration whereof the Lozd 

ſayth in the Goſpell ; Whatſoeuer ye A441. 5. 
would that men ſhould do vato pon, doo 

ye eucn the ſame vnto them alſo... And 

. John ſaith: Let vs not laue in wozd, „ohn. 3. 
neither in tong, but in derde and veritie. 
But who are thoſe neyghbours whom 
we ought thus to loue? Truly all Chꝛi⸗ 
ſtian men, Jewes, and Yeathen, friendes 
and enemies. 


be ſecond Chapter. 
gWhy and how God is to be loued. 


B. I. Sk 


W 
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to the lone of God, 
= 27 Jthens al our ſonlehealth then 
cr ſiſteth in lone, why, chow 
Fiche Lozdis to be loued, let vs 
2 diligently weigh and conſider 
Bat to excite, noozifl) , and increaſe the 
loueof God in vs, nothing is ſo fo2ceble, 
as the offen remembzance , and diligent 
conſideration of his benefites, So great 
thinges hath he geuen vs, heaped and be⸗ 
. ffowed bpon vs, that our ſoule bfferlye 
fainteth in the viewe of his bountie and 
goodnes, But in this caſe though we be 
not able to yelde vnto him ſo many, and 
ſo great thankes , as beſeemeth our lone, 
1 and becommeth our ſernice : yet muſt we 
1 not faile, to render him ſo manp, and fo 
great as we can. And ſee wherefoze: to 
wete, foꝛ his beneũtes, which foꝛ his great 
ioue, and free benenolente, our merites 02 
deſertes requiring none luche, the Loꝛd 
dath moſte gractouſipe beſtowed vpon 

vs , he is entitelpe of vs to bee beloued. 
But how, oz in what ſozt God is to be lo- 
ued, that his commanndement, which he 
ſo ſtraightiy pꝛeſcribed, and ſo p2cciſelye 
wyl haue kept and obſerued 8 


An puma 

| doth manifeſfly ſhew and declare. 

Geue care therefoze, D Pan, to that 
tommaundement, which of all other is 
greateſt, and chieteſt. Geue eare J ſay, 
andheare it diligentlye , pzint it in me⸗ 
mozy, thinke on it continualtpe, and to 
thy power fulfyll it dayly and hourelye, "Y 
Chat commaundement is this: Thou Dar 
walt loue the Loꝛd thy God with all thy ts. 
hart, that is, with al thine vnderſtãding, 
and with all thy ſoule, that is, with al thy 
will, and with al thy minde, that is, with 
al thy memoꝛp, that thou mapoſt reſerue 
x keepe all thy thoughtes, al thy lyfe, and 
all thy ſkill and knewledge, to yeld vnts 
him thine obedience and ſeruice. But 
peraduenture, becauſe thou deemeſt ti 
ſelfe to be loued of God but a licle, there⸗ 
fo:e thou art not afeard to loue hym as 
gaine but lightly. Search therfoze, and 
weigh with thy ſelfe in thy minde, with 
what giftes and benefits he hath endued 
thee already, and what he hath pꝛomiſed 
to beſtowe on thee hereafter : And thon 
ſhalt foꝛthwith finde, that thou art boũde 
to lone bim beyond all might, r 3 
6 But 
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But tothe end that the loue of God may 
in thee be quickned, c augment the mozs 


Jn : weighe and conſider by 
why, and to what end mankinde 
was firſt created, aid what thinges God 
made fo2 the vſe, and eaſc of man. Foz 
this isto be gathercd,that ofthe thinges 
created, whether they be heauenly 02 ters 
reſtriall,viſible oz inuiſible,ther is none 
other cauſe,but the mere goodnes of the 
Creatoz , which is the LozvSod onelye 
one, and alone. hoſe goodnes is of ſuch 
of that bliCefulncs , by the 
which he is molt highlic happy c blefſed 
fo euer, he willeth other tobe partners, 
betauſe he ſeeth it may be imparted, but 
not dizuiniſhed . That goodnes therfoꝛe 
which him ſelfe is and by the which him 
ſelfe isblefſed, oncly of bisfree goodnes, 
and not of neceſſitic , woulde he impart 


and communicate vnto others,becaule it 


appertaincth to the chiele good, to haue 
will to be pꝛoſitable, and beſeemeth the 
molt miqhtie, not to be hurtfull. But be⸗ 
cauſe no man is able to bee partaker of 
bis blifſefulnes , but by _— 
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— 5 moze it is vnderſtanded, the 

fully it is had) Bod made a reaſo- 
nable creature, which might not onelpe 
vnderſtand the chiefe good, but that by 
vnderſtanding might alſo lone it, and by 
lonpng, myght poſſefle it, and by poſſeſs 
ſing, might vlc it: and ſo diſtinguiſhed 
that creature,that part might rema ine in 
the guritp of himſelfe,and not be ioyned 
with a bodye , as the Aungell, and parte 
might be coupled to a body ,as the ſoule. 
The reaſonable creature therfote , is des 
uided into that whiche hath not, and to 


that which hath a bodye ? That which is 
vopde of body is called an Aungel. And 


| that which hath bodye, is called a Man, 


conſiſtinge of the fleſhe , and a reaſona⸗ 
ble ſoule. | 

The pꝛincipall canſotherfoze, why the 
reaſonable creature was oꝛdeyned, is p 
goodnes of Bod. D9 that both man, and 
Aungell, were made bycanſe of Sods 
goodnes, foz by reaſon that god is good 
we are, e in as much as we are, we are 
good alſo. But to what ende, was the 


rcaſonabls creature created ? To pede 
| od 


pdim. In the which che creature h 


mut be, koꝛ the goodnes of the Lreataz, 


\ 


rorheloueof God, 
God, to ſerue him, and to dle and 


| and not Sod, Foz Bod is euer 
perfit and fulfilled of all ſoueraine boun- 
ty, and goodnes,# can neither be increa- 
ſed,no2 diminiſhed, And therefoze. that 
rcaſonable creature was created of god, 
is to bee referred to the goodnes of the 
Lreatoz, and the pzofpt of the creature. 
Jn ſo muche that as oft as this queſtion 
is aſked, why oz to what ende the reaſo⸗ 
nable creature was made? The aunſwer 


the pzofit of the creature. Foz it auay⸗ 
leth the creature to ſerue God, and both 
to haue and enioy him. | 


The third Chapter. 


T Thecaule of the creation of Angels 
men ,and all other creatures. 


F och Aungell therefoze, and 
< 5 
13 B 2 Man are ſayd to be made fox 
N God, not bycanſe God the 
==SD) Lreatour, and moſt biyſfull, 
bath nede of the leruite either of Angell 
0} Wan, foz hee hath no want of our 
| goads, 
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;, but that both Man and Angel 
— poten i * 

is toraygne. Foz in this the feruant re 

ceiueth the pzofit, and not he to whom it 

is done. And as man was made foꝛ god. 


ſothe world was made fo2 man, that it 


might ſerue hym. Man therefoze was 


placed in ſuch ſtate and degree, both that 


de ſhoulde be lerued, and that he ſhoul? 


ſerue: that on eche ſpde, all the goodues 


might redound to hym ſelfe ; as well of 
| the ſeruice which he receiucth, as of that 


which be doth , Foz ſo Bod would that 
Man ſhuld ſerne him, that not God, but 
Man myght bee pꝛokited by the leruice 
And he alſo would that the wozld ſhuld{. 
ſo ſerne Man, as Man thereby might in; 
like ſozt be holpen, Al the goodnes ther⸗ 
foze redoũded to man, both of that whick 
was made foz hym , and ok that alſo, foꝛ 
the which him ſelke was made. Foz all | 
thynges are ours ſayth the Apoſtle, the! Cor. 3. 
thynges aboue vs, the thynges equa 
with vs, and the thinges inferiour vnto 
vs: The thinges aboue vs are ours, tc 
vle andeniop,as God in Trinitic, t tri⸗ 
nitie in vnitie The 14 equal mo 
oy vs, 


— 


8 
are ours to agree wyth all: as the 


een whoalbiarh 
be vs, ſhall in time to come not⸗ 
withſtanding be our Wares , and our es 
quals. The thinges inferiour vnto vs, 
are alſo ours, to ſtand vs in ſtede, and to 
ſerue our neceſſities. As the thynges 
which pertaine to the Loꝛd and Maſter, 
— — not by takyng 
n the Loꝛd oꝛ Mayſter hys ryght oz 
title, bur becanſe they alſo ſerue to the 
Zvſe of the ſernant. It is therfoze ſaid in 
ain places of the ſcriptures, that An⸗ 
1s doo ſerue vs, betauſe they foz our 
ſakes.ave ſent foꝛth to miniſter. Jn con⸗ 
fideration wherof the Apoſtle hath theſe 
woꝛdes: Are they not all miniſtring ſpi⸗ 
rites, that are ſent to miniſter foz theyz 
ſakes which ſhal be heiers of ſaluation 2 

her let this ſeeme incredible to man 
nas muche as the creatoꝛ himſelfe, and 
Byng of aungels came not to be ſerued, 
but to ſerue,x to geue his lyfe foz many. 
And the aungels areſayde to offeroure 
pꝛayers, and vowes vnto God, notbys | 4 
cauſe they teache oz inſtruct God ol our im 
deſires oz meaninges,who ings | an 

ing$ 


* 
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but bpcauſe they vnderſtande 
— aud will touchinge thele 
thinges, and what they ſhall know to be 
diſpoſed,accozding to Gods heſt, c com⸗ 
maundement, that they conuey to vs, ey⸗ 
ther bpenly oz in lecrete:wher vpon the 
Angell ſayd vnto men. when pe payed 
N offered pour pꝛapers vnto God . In 
like manner, euen we alſo, whe we pay 
we do not teach god, as if he were igno⸗ 
rant eyther of our deſixe, oʒ of our nede: 
but p reaſonable creature muſt of neceſs 


that which he could haue, oz by conſen- 
| tinge andaſking what Gods wilt is, he 
ſhall haue. From the highe habitation of 
| the heauens therfoze,doth the ſoucrapne 3 
bountye and loue of Bod dzawe downe 
vnto vs the aungels of God, to enquire 
- | Bods wilifo vs, to vilite and to hel pe 
| vs,foz Bod, fox vs, and foz themſelues. 
Foz god, bycanſe that as meere is, they 
imitate the merciful bowels of his lone, 
and pity towards vs, foz vs bicaule that 
C. ii. in 


n vs, they deus tbete 0 
Ipk —— — 0m 
e tod them ſeines, becauſe that with 

| TY e 8 


. 
T be fourth Chapter. 
"C Of — yes of God towards vs, 


ch attained the ful perfect knowledge 
pr rm woꝛthynes & dignity (leaſt 
he do iniury to his creatour ) in no wiſe 
to lone anye thing, that anye waye is to 
him ſelfe inferiour. Fox the thinges that 
in them ſelues conſidered,do ſeeme to be 
bentifull, when they are compared with 
— Leen Lge And as 
it is to thinges,w 
— is it not vnlemely, of 
thoſe thinges which haue a meane and ku 
no countertapte beutpe, — mi 
pariſon, andto matche 
things that art moſt fapze, and beutiful. ty 
ann 

14 


4s the le of Jed, 


Eenty,an 
what beutye thou ſhalt loue. Bur il the 
ſight ot thy ſelfe beſo duld dark 
ned, by thine own negligence, that thou 
| canſt behold thine owne ſelte, neither as 
it becommeth, noz as it hehooueth thee: 
w pet doeſt thou not by the indgemẽt 
at the leaſt of ſom other, gather that true 
eſtimation of thy ſelf, which thou ſbonl- 
deſt doo? Thau haft a Spoule, but hys 
ſoueraigne beuty thou knoweſt not, be⸗ 
cauſe thou neuer vet ſaw his face 92 coũ⸗ 
tenante. But he leeth thee; and if he ſaw 
thee not, he would not lonethee . This 
Spouſe differryng to ſhewe, oꝛ pzeſent 
him ſelfe vnto thee, hath (ent thee giftes, 
as pledges and tokens of his lone, wher 
by thon mighteſt know his affectian tos: 
wardes thee. If thon inyghteſt (ee hys 
face, thou wouldeſt bee nothpng doubt⸗ 
A foz then ſhouldeſt thon perccine that 
ho is ſo faire, ſo comeipe, fo boutp⸗ 
— ſo ſynguler, would not be ena⸗ 
E at the ſyght ol thec, if ſome ſyn⸗ 
: bentye in thee, far paTing the heu⸗ 
re reature, dyd not moue 
to that e | 
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learne and vnderſtand 


fnalitic2 Do not ſo my Soule,donotſo, 
fo; it thou bee not pet able to conceaue 
— — — 


3 — HECAGNE 
learne wyth what affection thou ough⸗ 
teſt to lone him, and with what zcale and 
thou ſhouldeſt reſerue thy ſelfe 

foz Dis earneſt is notable, his gift 
is great, and noble: Foz it ſtandeth not 
2 * — to geue 
ſmall thinges,noz with the diſcretion of 

z wyle man, foz aſmall thyng to gene 
— ID 

ren. 
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Te to this ende to wayte and renve 
ron thee, to do thee leruite, to ſupplye 
thy neede,and to tender thy pꝛofit. And 
accompliſheth both thy delight and com- 
moditye, accoꝛding to that which epther 
a houndeth in them, oꝛ remaineth in thee. 
The heauen, the earth, the ayꝛe, the ſea, 
and all that in them is, craſe not to ac- 
compliſh and to fulfpll the ſame. The 
circuite of times alſo, and the annual te⸗ 
nolucion, whych wyth renined partes 
doth renew, and refreſh the old, repaire 
the ruinons, & reſtoꝛe the decayed, with 
tõtinual ſuſtenance ſerueth thy purpoſe. 
ho then thinkeſt thou, hath ozpapned 
thele thinges ? who hath genen that cõ⸗ 
maundement, oz pzeſcribed to Nature, 
with her whole reuenewes as it were, to 
maintaine thy poꝛt ? Thou receaneſt a | 
benefit, and knoweſt not the Authoꝛ, the 


— the gener s \Ne, 


and 


23 @d yet hine-6tone reaſon ſiereth cher 
Inot to be doubtfull, but inſtructeth thee, 
-- Trhatthis is not thine own due, but an o⸗ 

ther bodies benefite. whatſoeuet he be 
cherfo2e;he hath done very much fox vs. 
And hee that conlde fynde in his hart to 
geue vs ſo much, hath alſo loued and al⸗ 
fectioned vs as much, The gift therfoze 
declareth both who loucch , a who muſt 
ſo highly bcloned. 
And what great folly is it, not to co⸗ 
uet the loue ot one ſo mighty: and hows 
picked and peruers not to lone him that 
is lo loning and lonelye 2 Thercfoze if 
thou loue anpe thinges contained vnder 
heauen, loue them as thine Inkeriours, 
tone them as thy ſeruauntes, as the to⸗ 
kens of thy Spoule, as the giftes ot thy 
friende, and the benefites of thy Lozdes 
and infuch ſozt pet, as thou may alwaies 
remember, that thon att bonnde and be- 
holding vnto hym, and that thou onght 
to loue thoſe thinges, not fo the ſcincs, 
butfoz him · noꝛ with him, but fox and by 
dim, e finallye, that thou maſt tone him 
ahoue them, betauſe he both made them, 
and gaue them vnto thee, 
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tothelung of gods 
he fift Chapter, 
-C. ofthe fruition of God. 


FRA Owe beware my Soule, that 
athou (as Sod fozbydde thor 


chouldeſt) be not accompted a 
2 EAN bzeaker of thy faith to him, by 
louing the giftes of the geuer, moze then 
the affection oz zeale of the Loner , And 
pet ſhalt thou do greater iniurpe to hys 
loue, tf thon receyuehys giftes, and doo 
not recompence his good wyli . Either 
therfoze refuſe his giftes , if thou can,oz 
if thou cannot ſo do, peldelonec fozloue, 
in due quantitie and meaſure, Loue him 
foz him ſcife, lone thy ſelfe foz him: lone 
him to vſe him,and ſo lone thy ſelfe that 
thou may not be hated,but loued of him, 
Lone him I ſay in the gifts that he hath 
geuen thee, loue him to thy vſe,and loue 
thy ſelte foxhym. Foz this is pure and 
chaſte loue, that hath in it neither diſho- 
neſtie noz filth, noz any thing els that is 
enyll o2 tranſitozie. 

Lonlider therefoze ( O my Soule) 
what thinges thou haſt receined, comon 
with all, ſpeciall with ſome, and ſpngt 
ler 0 pꝛoper to thy. ſelle D And n 

1. a 


all theſe thynges which hee hath geuen 
thee, whether thep be common, ſpeciall, 
oꝛ pꝛoper, lone thy leife intirely. Foz to⸗ 
gether wyth all them, befoꝛe whom hee 
hath pꝛeferd thce, by ſinguler giftes, hee 
hath allo loned thee, Thon art loned A 
ſay , in euerpe creature, thou art loued 
with all good thynges, and thou art lo⸗ 
ned abone all eupll thinges : And tf this 
pet ſeeme but {mall vnto thee, that thou 
art loued aboue all eupl thinges, wepgh 
owe good thoſe thynaes are by verfue 
pf creation.that 1ttcuery condicion hanc 
recemed leſſe gogdnes then thou . And 
firſt thinke, O my Houle, that the tyme 
was when thou were not, and that thou 
reteiuedſt it by the gift of Bod, that thou 
began to bee, 


CT heſext C hapter, 
Jofthe free giftes of creation, and 
— 
TZ was therefoze the gift o 
8 od that thou were made. 
But hadſt thou geuen him 


to the laue of God, 

uen ereated, that in reſpect therofheſhonlde 
all, make oz create thee? Uerclye nothinge 
£02} haddeſt thon giuen, neither couldeſt thou 
hee gene befoze thou were framed, oz falhio⸗ 
dee ned. yf God thertoze had giuen thee no⸗ 
d ching els but thy being, yet were he to be 
ed pꝛayſed, and loued of thee foꝛ euer. But: 
tlo⸗ truth it is, he hath ginen moꝛe, in that he 
this hath not onely gynen it ther, to bee: but 
hou} alto to be both beutifull, and fayze, Pei⸗ 
gh ther coulde the bonntye of the gener bee 
Tue herein finiſhed. Foz ouer and abone this 
aue he hath giuen moꝛe, and therby the moꝛe 
And dzawen vs to his owne image, and lyke 
me nes. Foz this was his meaninge, this 
ou was his wyll, aud plealure, to dꝛaw the 
thou vnto him dy likenes, whõ he had dꝛawẽ 

to himſelfe by lone. De hath therfoꝛe gi 

uen it vs to bee, and not onelp to be, but 

allo to be fapꝛe, and not onely to be faire 
and but alſo to liue, ſo as we may paſſe, and 
LA excell ſuch things as haue no being: ande 
ift or uch allo as be inoꝛdinat, maymed, oꝛ im 
ade. pertit, as neither ſhapened by foꝛme, noz 
him quickened with lyning ſpirite. By mea⸗ 
were nes wherof thou art mightyly endebted 
Werte my Soule's Foz thon haſte receined 
ated D. ij. much 
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An eee 
e enden 
c fozall theſe things thou haſt no meane 
to make recõpence but only to lone, 
. 1 1 ziue mn by 10 XIII 


Andrh wouc:thout ot ailo re 
But now will J begt Tto tell the how 
much this thy Spouſe, who appearcd ſo 
excellent when he created thec, vouched⸗ 
fe to bee humbled , when hee repayꝛed 
thee. And yet notwithſtiding, he that in 
creating thee, ſeemed ſo excellent & high, 
& that inrepayzingthee ſcmed ſo lowly, 
is no lefſe wonderful in the latter woꝛke 
zen hee was in the fozmer, In the foz- 
ner he mightely gane great thinges vn- 
o thee, and in the latter hee mercifullye 
aſtſtepned ſharpe thinges foz ther. Fox 
o the ende that he myght aduante thee 
ran to that, from the which thon waſt 
allen, he dildained not to deſcend hither 
wherechon art, and that it myght fullye 
qbe reſtozed to thee which thon hadſt loſt, 
Dee was willinge to ſuffer that whiche 
. De deſcendedthere- 

c ertooke, ſuffered, onercame,and 
* delcended to  moxtallitpe; he 


ehe 


* 
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— 
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to the bus of God, 


ingi}toke vpon him freylty: ye ſuffered paint 
eane oucrcame death, aud reſtozed man. Bes 
Fo hould theſe thinges, O thou my Soule, 
Set} and be aſtoniſhed at theſe ſo great won⸗ 
ited, ders. and at theſe benefits, exhibited fox 
ned, | thy ſake , Lonſider how much he loued 
hows | thee, that vouched ſafe to doo ſo much, 
td ſo o manye thinges foꝛ thee. Thou wall 
beds | beutpfull by his ayfte., and thou becam 


Pied]! foule thzough thyne own intquitie 2 A⸗ 
at in game, thou were clenſed and purified l 

gh, bis p.his lone yet making on eue⸗ 
vlp, i rye ſyde In tymes paſt, 


dike when thou were not, heloued to create 
foz-j thee, when thou were foule and pl fauoz 
vn⸗ red, he loued to beutpfie thee, And fit 
Mye ip, to ſhew thee ot his lone the feruency 
Foz hee woulde delpner thee from death, bp] - 
thee] none other meanes, then by dying fo 
vaſti thee ;And all to vtter therin not ſa mn 
bers the benefit of his mercy,as the great vez 
lle hemency of his charity and lone, 

oft, | with great bounty therfoze hath this 
iche louing Creatoꝛ, poured the bzeath of life 
re⸗ into the firſt Man his creature, but with 
and muche moꝛe loue hath hee, foz that ſelfe. 
de Man and creature. geuen and beſtowed 


okt 6 44 not 
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Lin podle, 
ddt bis goodes, but him ſelfe , Breath 
then doth this ſet fozth Gods goodner 
towardes me, that J am his wozkman- 
ſhip : but much moze doth this comend! 
it, that he made hym leite the pzice of m 
redemption. The rather,bicauſethat m 
redemption was wyth ſofropall a pꝛic 
perfoꝛmed, that man therein might fem 
a pʒiſoner, not vntpt by God to be raft 
ſomed, O happy fault of myne, fox thi 
purging of the which, while my Sone 
raigne Lo2d is dzawen with that loue 4 
affection, his loue is opened and reuea 
ted vnto me, greatly longing and coue: 
ting to peruſe the ſame . Foꝛ J ſhoult 
neuer haue knowen hys loue ſo fullpe 
had not my great peryls , pꝛopoztionet 
myne experience acco2dingly , © hoy: 
zappclipe therefoze fell I: that after i 
Fall. wae Ale aint He gappelpe. 
Ther is no lone greater, no zeale purer, 
vo charitie hollyer, no affection feruen: 
r, then that an Innocent vouched ſaf 
o dye fox me, finding in me no cauſe te 
None ozto fauonr me Tell me therekoz. 
O Loꝛd, what it is that thou haſt ſo lo⸗ 
ned in me, and ſo dcarelye 3 
| | 


5 iber. 


, won wonldcſt necdes dye for me? what 
haſt thon found in me of that qualitie oz 
nature, that might make thee to be wyl⸗ 
lng to ſuffer foz me ſuch crueltie? 


The ſeuenth Chapter. 
Of the benefite of God in callyng 
vs to the fayth. 
dd theu my Sonle, to thend 
chou mapeſt behold thys loue 
Anode perfectipe , and top in it 
: moe aboundantlpe, ponder 
_ thy ſelife how many and how Woꝛ⸗ 
thy in compariſon of thee are left, for= 
lozne, refuſed, and vtterlye caſt awaye, | 
that conlde_nener _attavne to the grace 5 
which thou haſt geuen vnto thee. Dure= | 
Ib n bal heard Tap; that from the be⸗ 
ginning of the woꝛld to this dap, ma 
generations haue paſſed , all the which 
| without the knowledge of God, and th 
pꝛite of their redemption,are fallen into 
the lappes of euerlaſtyng deſtruction. 
And hereby appeareth that thy redemer 
pꝛeferred thee befoze them all, when hee 
gane thee his grace ſo frankly and frec- 
ye, which none ok them all could get oꝛ 
it addi come 


—_— — 


en ntroduttion 
come by: and yet why thou were taken 
and choſcn befoze them, oꝛ why he dealt 
with thee moꝛe louingiy then wyththe, 
thou canſt finde in thy lelte no cauſe, hu. 
onely the mere lone of thy merciful Sa- 
! uiour, Thy Spouſe therefoze, thy Lo- 
ner, thy Bod and thy Redeemer , hatt 
both choſen, & fozechoſenthee . De hatt 
choſen thee J ſap in all, and hath taker 
thee krom among alhand hath loned the! 
in all, and called thee alſo by yys own! 
name, that the remembꝛaunce and me: 
moziall of him might remaine with the 
foz euer. De woold haue thee partake 
of his name, and partaker of the truth o 
his name, bycauſe hee hath annopnte 
thee with that ſelfe oyle of gladnes, wit! 
5 which him lelfe was anno inted, tha 
ok the anointed thou mighteſt be anoin 
ted, bycauſe that of Chꝛʒiſt thou art calle 
a Thꝛiſtian. 
But were thon ſtronger, were tho 
wpfer, were thou nobler, oꝛ were tho 
ritcher then thep all. in that thou haſt at 
chiued this ſpeciall grace ouer, abone, 
befoze them all? How manye ſtrong 
how many wyle, how many noble, dor 
-man 


to the laue of God, 

aker# Fnanye itch were there, in thoſe dayes, 
dealt ſand pet all they foꝛſaken, haue periſhed 
"tht feuery one: highly thertoꝛt, haſt thou ſtãd 
e, hut in his fauoure, and greate N confeſle is 
| Sa- [the bonntye which he hath extended to⸗ 
 Lo-= wardes thee . Foz when thou waſt foule 
hath and polluted, defoꝛmed alſo;and miſer; 
bath Þly defiled, ragged and tozne, ougſome, 
taken ſand gryſelp, and as one that was fulfyl 
d thee Ned oflothſomnes,and enoꝛmitp, ſo God 
owne {thy Lozd loued thee,y with all the giftes 
me⸗ ok his grace hee vouched ſafe to curitche 
h thee ſthee. Take this therefoꝛe foz an abſolute N 
taker jrcſolntion , that excepte thou endeuour 
uth of with great and earneſt ſtudy , to adozne 
pnted and decke thy ſelfe, e to recouer thy firſt 
„with comelines and deccncy, thou ſhalt neuer 
, that he thoughtmecte to be bzought into the 
noin⸗Bꝛide chamber of thy ſpouſe, that is glo 
called rious celeſtial and heauenly. Now ther⸗ 

A fo:e, while thou haſt tyme,+ oportunity 
b thauſtkpm and delle thy kelke O my Boule, 
thou lecke vp thy fozeheade , facion thy EA) 
alt at⸗ fame thine attyze, tret of thy kreckles, 
oue, ub of thy warts, waly away thy pots, 

Unoth thy vazinkles,be alt bar 


eAnjntroduttion 


all thy might, and mapne, ſet all thinges 
in good 02dcr , that thou maiſt be accep⸗ 
ted of ſo louingt a Sponle, Pꝛepare thy 
ſcife J fay , as becommeth the Bꝛyde of 
Him that is immoꝛtall, and as beſemeth 
the Spoules ofa Ryng celeſtial, 


The eyoht Chapter. 
75 Of the 5 of vertues. 
Now this alſo O my Dole, 
that thou haſte wherewith to 
decke, and adozne thy ſelfe, 
oyet that thou ſhouldeſte not 
haue of thy ſelfe, if Bod did not geeue it 
thee , Foz of him thou haſte receined the 
veſture, and garment of good woꝛkes, 
with the fruict of almes, faſting and pꝛai 
er, belides diners other vertues, where⸗ 
with thou maiſt be garniſhed, trymd, and 
made goꝛgious, as with a robe of vari⸗ 
able, freche, and ſundzye colours , And 
leaſte thon ſhonldeſt faple in any poynt, 
he hath bountefully beſtowed vpon thee 
what ſo euer is knowen partinent to 
health, oz refection: And what lo ener 
mape repapꝛe comelines, oz increaſe 4 


* From the which how plenteons 


ſtoze 
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to the laue of God, 
ſtore, and diſtribution, pꝛeſenteth it ſelfe 


vnto thee on al ſydes, J pzay thee be ad⸗ 


uiſed diligently to thinke on. Thou hads 
deſt nothing,and much was genen thee, 


thar was geen thou hadſt lo 6 it was 
T6:ed vnto ' nmr 10 fnnanar 


re 

thou ſhalt neuex he let eſto 
tute, Eutininch loꝛt rather, as thou ſhalt 
haue many folde occaſion to know, and 
to ſee, how entireip he loneth thee, that 
is thy Paramonr.De is loth, my Soule 
to loſe thec, and that is the cauſe why he 
awayteth thy loyalty with ſuch pattcnce 
and long ſufferaunce, geuing thee leaue, 
and liberty , accoꝛdinge to the multitude 
of his mercpe lo often to repent thee, as 
thou cõmitteſt any folly. And now re⸗ 
coꝛde æ call to memo2y, how many maye 
be foũd which with thee haue reccued al 
that J haue recited , and pet haue not w 
thce obtained that fauonr in the, to haue 


renued what ſocuer they haue impaired. 


which beinge conſidered, thou haſte inſt 
cauſe to thinke, that thou art pet loned 
moꝛe then they al: foꝛ that the things by 
thee loſt, are ſo beningly reſtoꝛed, which 


i orhem,"p the loſt, are ſo ſtrictly denied. 


E. ij. Foz 


* 
An Introduclion 
Foz thou by his grace E bounty wer ne⸗ 
uer denied to woꝛke wel & wiſely. Ther 
foze if thon redely do great things, thou 
art mercyfullpc aduaunced, and ik thon 
hardly do ſmall thinges , thou art woz⸗ 
thely humbled. Foz he knoweth what is 
good foꝛ thec, better then thy ſelfe docff, 
and thercfoze if thou wylt haue a good &# 
dutyfull opinion of him, vnderſtand and 
conceiuc, that whatſoener he doth to thee 
is both good, and well done. Such is the 
lone of Bod towardes vs, that the infir⸗ 
mitie of man endureth nothing, but that 
by his goodnes ts diſpoſed fo our pꝛo⸗ 
fit. Perhaps thou haſt not the grace of 
ſtrength to do vertues, but whileſt thou 
art ſhaken with the ſuggeſtion of vyces, 
thou art made moꝛe ſtrong in thyne hu⸗ 
militie . Foz weakenes with humilitpe 
hath a better ſauour in the p2cſence of 
Bod, then pꝛide of mynde hath with the 
ſtrength of vertue. Be not therefoze ſo 
bold oz malapert,as any wai to pꝛeſume 
to pzetudice Boddes diſpoſittbn, but al⸗ 
waies with feare and reuerence ad dꝛeſſe 
thy pꝛaiers to Bod, that he map vouch- 
late to helpe thee, as he knoweth it _ 
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to the lone of 2h 
fpt and expedient fox thee, And that if as 
pet any euyl remain in thee, he may mer⸗ 
citully redꝛeſſe it, and that if anye good⸗ 
nes begun in thee, be not pet finiſhed, he 
map bountifully accompliſh it, and tinal⸗ 
ly conduct and bꝛing thee to him ſelfe,by 
ſuch way as he him ſelfe beſt lpketh. 


The. ix. Chapter. 


C Of the gyft of vnderſtanding and 
knowledge. 


NAI 


Ow tel me O my ſoule, what 
| recompence ſhall we make to 
| ſthe Lozd , foz all the goodnes 
II that we haue receined of him? 
Foz hee hath not contented hym ſelfe to 
geue vs onelp thoſe good things which 
he hath geuen to others & the reſidue of 
his creatures, but he hath allo pꝛouided 
that in our afflictions we may feele and 
taſte of his lone tawardes vs, and ther⸗ 
by take occaſion ſinaularly, and that as 
well in all our aduerlities, as pꝛoſperi⸗ 
ties, to embꝛace his kyndnes in p armes 
of our loue. Save we therefoꝛe in our 
ſelues, vſe we this meditacion: Loꝛd 
thou haſt geuen vs the grace to knowe 


thee, 


An pntroduction 

thee , and moꝛe then to other creatures; 
thou haſte diſcloſed and opened thy ſe- 
cretes vnto vs, by framingour_pnder- 
ſtandyng to conceane thy hydden miſte- 
ries. Other our Equals, Mates, and 
companions,as well in age, as dignitye, 
thou haſt left lpinge in ignozaunce , and 
the darknes of infidelizp, but to vs thou 
haſte ſhowen the lyght of thy grace, ve⸗ 
ritie and truth, moze then to other of 
Adams childzen. Foz vnto vs thou haſte 
genen, capable ſence,caſy vnderſtanding 
faſt memory, ſtrength in woꝛking, grace 
in conuerſion, mapntenaunce in pꝛoſpe⸗ 


fozt in aduerſity, and which way ſocyer 
we tourne, thy grace and thy mercy doth 
pꝛeuẽt and go befoze vs. Foz right often 
my Doule , when as to oure ſelues we 
ſemed vtterly waſt and conlumed, he did 
ſo p reliene vs, when we wandzed 
and went aſtray, he bꝛought vs into the 
wap, when we were ignozant, he taught 
vs, when we were ſad, he did comfo2e 
vs, when we were fallen, he did reare vs 
vp, and when we ſtoode, he did hold and 
ſtay vs from falling. Finally he gane vs 
the 


rity, pꝛotit in ſtudy, wyt in concepts, cõ⸗ 


the grace moe verelye to knowe hym⸗ 
more purely to lone him, more lincerely 
to b in him, and moꝛe feruently to 

follow him, then he gaue it to any other 


Therefoze O Lozd my Bod, the ſwete 
nes of my lpke, the lyght of mpne epes, 
what recompence ſhall J make thee toz 
all that thou haſt done foꝛ me? wilt thou 
that I (hal lone thee,then teach me how 


2 
— 
2 
3 | ofhis creatures. 
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am J "that Y may lone thee, my ſtrength 
my Loꝛd, my ſtedfaſtnes,my refuge, and 
my delinerance: my Bod, mp helper, my 
defender,the hoꝛne of my ſaluation, and 
my maintainer, what ſhall J lap mozes 
bnt my Loꝛd, and my Bod. 


The. x. Chapter. 

[Of God his prouident care ouer vs. | 
Oz inanifolde + innumerable + 
are the good thynges which 
thou haſt done foꝛ me, © loꝛd 

mp Bod,and of them to think 
and to ſpeake ſhall it alwaies be ſwecte, 
and pleaſant vnto me: the rather if thou 
401 ſhalt make me thankkull, that I 
may 


may praiſe , and loue thee foz all thy be⸗ 
nekites. Loe my —— * _ 

thy pledge, and thy pledge doth mant 
e ſhew fozth thy Spoule . Beepe it ther⸗ 
foze vntouched, keepe it vndefiled, keepe 
it vnpolluted, kepe it ſafe, kepe it whole, 
kcepe it cleane, keepe it lounde. Foz 
albeit thou were ſometime defiled, thou 
art nowe made honeſt, and a Uirgin a⸗ 
gaine, accoꝛding to the naturall operatis 
ol his loue, which wonteth to reſtoze pus 
ritie to the coꝛrupted, and in them that 
ar pure, to kepe chaſtity vnſpotted. Oc⸗ 
cup therefoze thy cogitacion, æ alwaics 
buſy thy ſeit in thinking how mercifullp 
he hath dealt with thee, & therin ponder 
how greatlye her loueth thee, in that hee 
neither ſuffcreth his benefit to be wan⸗ 
ting vnto thee, noꝛ thee to be ignoꝛaunt 
how diuerſly thon cnioyeſt it. And this 
ſay to thee , becauſe that ſo often as J 
note 02 marke the courſe of his mercp, it 
ſeemeth to mee that God doth nothyng 
els,(if I map ſo ſape) but onely pꝛouide 
foʒ my ſaluatiou. Foz J ſee him ſo who⸗ 
ly occupied, and buſyed in keping of me, 
as if he had foꝛgotten all other chene 
| onelp 


; tothe laue of Gann | 

dnelp to attende me: ſo tontinuallpe is 
God pꝛeſent with mee, ſo continnallpe 
doth he offer him ſelfe rrady fox me, that 
which way ſocuer N turne me, he neuer 
forſaketh me: whereſocuer N become, he 
neuer goeth from me: whatloeuer J do, 
he doth ſtill alliſt me. Finallp he is the 

perpetuall beholder of all my doinges , 
and ſo much as may beſeeine., oz become 
his goodnes, as an vnſeperable wozke- 
man together with me, he ſtãdeth by me, 
and doth not onelp help, and ſet foz ward 
what wanteth in me, but alſo pacientipe 
pertiteth theffect of his woꝛkemanſhip. 
And hereby it appeareth , that albeit hys 
face cannat yet be ſene of vs, his pʒeſẽce 
notwithſtandinge is euermoze with vs. 
But what is the pleaſãt thing traw you 
which while J thinke on hym, is wonte 
not onely to touch me, but alſo ſa eſfectu⸗ 
ally. and ſweetely to affect me, that euen 
preſently me thinkes, J am diſtraitt fr 
mp ſelf, both dzawen and caried hence, 
but Bod knowes J wot not whether. 
Foꝛlooth this it is, that J am altogether 
altered, and chaunged into an other, and 
à new creature, and feele my ſelfe in ſuch 
F. i. oP 


fclicity, as J cannot expꝛeſſe. Mp cone 
ſcience is cleared with top and ſolace, all 
the wictchednes and mileries of my fo- 
rowes fozepaſt; are vtterip foꝛgotten @ 
blotted out of meinozy. My mynde re⸗ 
, lopceth, myne vnderſtandvng is made 
bryght, mp hart alſo is lightned, & with 
longing made topfuil and pleaſant, And 
now J know not how J ſee my ſelfe in 
an other countrye , and as it were in the 
armes and boſome of lone J inwardlye 
Hold and embzace, but what J wotnere. 
And while N labour with all my might 
continnally to keepe it. and neuer to loſe 

. it, my Soule wꝛeſtleth after a pleaſaunt 
P maner, as loth to foꝛgo, that ſo faine it 
would haue. And as if it had found ther 
in the ende of all deſircs, it highly & vn- 
ſpeakeablye —— it ſelte — iope, 
| none other thing, noz deſyzing 
pods alwaies wel willing to be 
as it is, And is not this now thinke pe, 
that moſt louing and loueipe Spouſe 2 
ves verelpe, this is that my Lozd and 
Bod which viliteth me, and pet cometh 
vnto me inuiſiblp, ſecrete, and intompꝛe⸗ 
hcuſible ; This is he, which . 
touche 


Pee hh 


fouche me, and not to bee ſeene o mee: 
which commeth to admoniſh me, & not 
to be compꝛehended: which cometh not 
to infuſe him ſelfe wholp into me, but in 
part to be aſſaped and taſted of me, and 
neither fuifilleth my deſire , no geucth 
the fulnes ofhis own ſacictie. 

And this is it that chiellye appertap⸗ 
- nicth to the earneſt of Hys betrothyng, 
that he which inthe woꝛld to come ſhall 
gene him ſelfe vnto thee my Houle, foz 
euer to be ſcene a poſſeſſed of thee ; doth 
now pzeſently, gene but a ſay oꝛa taſte, 
that thou may know here in this wozld, 
how pleaſant thou ſhalt finde hym and 
keele him in his kingdome. And there⸗ 
kone it behoneth thee my Sonle, pea and 
ſtandeth with thy dutpe, highly to loue 
oy God, that ſo diuerfly hath benefited 

e. 


| 9 The. xi. Chapter. 4 
C Ofthe gift of the ſenſes and of the 
— of lyfe. 


I a — diligentiy conſi- 
der whither thy ſponſe haue 
| F. ij. endued 


endned thee with any moe benefits then 
thoſe already recited. Foz if he haue, thou 
art the moze bounden both fox them re⸗ 
cited,and foz them that thon ſhalt recene 
hereafter,to ſhew thy ſcife obedient and 
dutpkull, and to gene him thankes from 
the bottom ot thine hart. Foz J vnder- 
ſtand that my Bod is dearelpe to be lo⸗ 
ued of me.fo2 that well vſing the tranſ- 
greffion of my Parents, he hath created 
me of their fleſh, and hath bzeathed into 
me the ſpirite of lyfe, ſeperating me fr6 
them whych were bone befoze they 
tyme ; oz that beyng ſuffocated in their 
ͤ—UU— — be conteaued 
tpuem this wonld, but to dye. J 

haue therefoze-receaued of him, not only 
to be, but alſo to be man, andtherto haue 
alſo attayned the vnderſtauding, what 
difference there is betwene me & a beaſt. 
N hane I ſaye, receaned the ſhape of my 
body,and in my bodye the diſtinction of 
lenſes, myne eyes to ſec, myne eares to 
heare-, my noſe to ſmell, my handes to 
feele, my mouth to taſt, my fete to walk, 

and that moꝛe is then them al, the health 
of themall.. And albeit theſe are . 


things, vet 


eth this to augmet thoſe 


euecrye ſeuerall ſence ,Sod hath created 
thinges conſonant and agreable: as ma- 
ny thinges bzightly ſhining , many wie⸗ 
lodionliye ſounding , many pleaſantlye 
- ſauering,many lwetely taſting, and ma⸗ 
ny delectable in feeling . Foz the pzoni- 
dence or the Creatour, to this vie & pur- 
poſe hath geuen to thinges, ſuch diuers 
and variable qualities, thateuerye ſenſe 
of man might haue wherin tobe deligh- 
ted. In as much as the ſight conceaneth 
one thyng, the hearing another thing; 

the ſmellingan other, the taſte another, 

the feeling an other. The beuty ot cou⸗ 
lours ftedeth the eye, the harmonye of 
mulicke pleaſeth the eare, the fragrancye 
of ſauour delighteth the noſe, the ſweets 
verder and reales contenteth the taſte, 
And who is able to reherſe, oꝛ to recken 
vp all the delightes of the ſenſes , which 
are ſo manyfold , that ifany man ſhould 
conſider eche one in his kinde, eche one 
ſhould ſeeme wonderful, and ſtraunge⸗ 
ly enritched . How manye pleaſtires ta 
the eyes ſyew we fozth in colours, — 


unde barer. 
benefites, that to the ſeueralldelyght str 
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taſte and feeling, being as plea- 

ſant and as manyfolde as are the other. 
This therefoze by no meanes maye bee 
— — 

in thele is exceedpug wonderfull: But 
bet is this to be added, ſo much the moꝛe 

to his glozy.as it is our ä 

Noh J rog 


. che lone of God. 
koʒ my Bod hath not only made my bo⸗ 
dp, and beutified the ſaine with diuerſi⸗ 
tie ſuch as is befoze mencioned, but hath 
alſo made it healthy and lounde: that AX 
might neither be nopſom to my frends, 
noꝛ a repꝛoch among ſtraungers. Ney= 
ther is this the whole that J haue recei⸗ 
ned,foz J am alſo indued wyth reaſorf, - 
which can vnderſtande and conceaue the 
veritie in euerpe thing, and can diſcerne 
right from wzong, and good from eupll: 
and can ſearch foʒ my Creatour, long fox 
and deſire him, e that finallyecan pzayſe 
him, and be cõtented to abide with hym. 
But if I ſhal conteſſe a further truth vn⸗ 
to pe, nothyng is all thys, in reſpect of 
this benekit: namely that it hath pleaſed 
my God lo to diſpoſe of me, that I ſhnld 
be bome, bꝛed and foſtered in ſuch a time 
and ſealon, and in and among ſuch men, 
and ſuch people. as pꝛofeſling his fayth, 
and vſinghis Sacramentes,may teache 
and inſtruct me to beleue, and line accoꝛ⸗ 
dingly . Foz this Xſce denyed to an ins 
finite ſozt of men, which J glozy and res 
iopce tobe graunted vnto me: And pet 
with ehe other by all rpghe ſyoulde my 


Ay modi 


fate be all one, alſke, and cquall ” They 
are fozſaken though Sod hys iuſtice, & 
AJ am called by Gods mercy and grace. 
J wyll yet nowe pꝛoteede and go ſome⸗ 
what further, namelp in the contempla⸗ 
tion ——— that my 
Parentes haue bzonght me vp in ſuche 
ſtate and ſafetye , that the fire hath not 
burnt mee, noz the water dꝛowned mee, 
noz the Deuil poſſeſſed me, noꝛ Beaſtes 
deuoured me,noz any fall oz miſchaunce 
hath taught oꝛ deſtroyed me, but that J 
am growen vp to competent age to pꝛo⸗ 
ang n © ou. loue and reed 
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4 Of the pacience and long ſuffering 
_ God. 


X — grep ng wonder” 
full, pet art thou thought moſt maruey⸗ 
inthebowels of thy loue. Foz thon 
no man, thou reiecteſt no man, 
thon abhozreſt no man, but onelye ſuche 
one 


eden if God. 


one as madly abhozeeh cee lotheth 
oz dzeadfully doth fozſake thee . Tyeſe. 


n 0 v4, 68 ei 
are thy ritches , are thy treaſu 
with the which thou halt endued av in 


the multitude of thy mercy; namely, that 
thou halt ſundzx and often times dilines 
red me, when J| was in daunger, e that. 
in my ſynnes thou halt neyther left noz 
kozlaken me, but that ee F was vn⸗ 
myndfull, thou dydſt put me in remem⸗ 
k:annceof thee: when J was turned fr, 
thee, thou diddeſt call me back vato theet 
& when J came to thee, thou didſt gent⸗ 
ip receue me, and when I repented,thoud, 
didſt mercifully pardon me. Foz not on⸗ 
ive the ſpunes which J committed, but 
thole allo which by thy paotection J ef 
chewed and eſcaped, within coinpaſſe of 
thy pardon are benignly conteyncd. And 
as J kel into manp lpnnes and offences, 
ſo it᷑ thou hadſt not ſaued me, into farre 
many moe had J fallen and runne heads 
long. But J well remember me, that by 
thzee ſpecial1 meanes thou didft pꝛeſeru 
me. from doing the wickednes which 
Were A had done: that is, by withs 
8. , dꝛiawing 


me no hor ror could arreſt 
on hold me. And with much ado had 3 
enen the donbling of myne 
90 „the! | otence of temptation ther 


Aging, as euerpeman 
cling in his owne frailtte: hadſt 
2 my Low, with ſtrength affiſted 
-onelye to vanquiſh my luft and 
; Eto tre er my keete my 
. but allo to withdꝛawe mp 
content from the concupiſcence , whych 
vous cf fozred me to fulfyl the long⸗ 
LING b I felt in 74 orig 

ut ſynnes O Lozd 
—— and 1. — ; ſtirred with 
pitp, dyd ſo far eſtraunge me, that J vt⸗ 
terlye abhozred them in my hart, and ſo 
hated, and loathed the fylth of their int- 
quitie, thatno ſuggeſtion of the ſame had 
might oꝛ power to touch me. * 
| this 


2 wks Al God, ' 


this O Lodd, the leaſt yoiut of thy pity; 
noz the meaneſt token of thy goodnes 6 
bounty: that notwithſtanding the huge⸗ 
nes of mine tniquity(wzetch that J am) 
and notwythſtandyng that J haue vn⸗ 
kindly kindled thee, and by doing euyll 
in thy ſight , pzouoked thy furye, ſtirred 
vp thy mood,and deſerued thy wzath a- 
gainſt me: notwithſtanding I ſaye, that 
F haue greuouſipe ſpnned, thon of thy 
mercyhaſt pacicutly ſuffered, euen yet 
doeſt foꝛbeare to puniſh my wyckednes. 
Foz if J repent , thou pardoneſt me, # 
if J retourne, thou receineſt mee. And 
while J differre to repent, by pzcſumpri- 
on oz ſecuritye, thou doeſt pawſe in thy 
paticnce,and gently tarieſt foz me. when 
A wander thou doeſt waifte me into the 
way ofthy verity: againe when J fine 
oꝛ reſiſt, thou doeſt vanquilh,# conquer 
me. when J lopter, oz linger in the lea⸗ 
ſes of fantaſp, thou doeſt cither pꝛick me 
foz ward, oz louingly Cay foꝛ me. whẽ J 
renert to thy wapes to walke in thy pa⸗ 
thes, and to trace thy foote ſteppes, thon 
doeſt forth with receaue, and courteouſ⸗ 
ly n me. when * * 
G, do 


nere ee ee 


voeſt teache ; atid inſtrutte me: when z 
mourn 02 lament. thou doeſt calme e tõ⸗ 

fozt me: when J fall o2 fumble thou do⸗ 
2 and rtare me vp: when Jam in 
detaye, thou doeſt repayze me: when A 
crane 03aſke,thou geueſt largely:whe I 
| - FCekethec, I kynde thee: when J knock, 
A thou openeſt vnto me. Finally thou art 
my loadlman to good lyfe, mp ſtaffe, and 
ſtape to walke by, ſo as J neither want 
wyll noꝛ cunning thꝛongh thy gyfts and 
grace to walke directip in thy wap. And 
this alſo O Loꝛd is woꝛthy of admirati- 
on, that not oncly in my pouth, before J| 
was able to aſke 02 had diſcretion to de⸗ 
ſire oz know, but allo in myne age, when 
- FI was able thzoughe thee, to aſke , and 
) crane of thee, when J coulde ſeeke thee , 
when J could deſire thee,when J could 
.ceſt in thy mereye , and cleaue faſte vnto 
thee, of thy free grace and bountye thou 
gaueſt me many gifts, æ then alſo when 
A neither craued,noz ſought,no2 deſired 
them, but retchlefly , and careleſly ſct all 
at naught. But pet J eſteme this as the 
greatcſt benefite which thou haſte beſto⸗ 
en to me thine 
Aungels 


to the loue of God, 
Angels, to garde and to keepe me from 
tbe dayeof my birth, tyll the day of my 
death . The contemplation wherof con- 
— not onelp a certaine holy father 
to ſay : That great is the dignitie of the 
Elect , whych haue foz their Gardians 
God his holy Angels, but the wyſe man G 
alſo to confeſſe that the Soules of the rz. F 
righteous are in the hand of Bod, 
either teaſe J here to commend thy 
pity.ſithens with ſuch patience thou haſt 
bonne mine offences. Foz I rather think 
my ſelfe bound to double thy pꝛayſe, and 
to geue thee thankes with all my might: 
Foz as muche as thou haſt not requited 
me accozding to my ſpntulnes, noꝛ ſuffe- 
red the earth to ſwallow me, noꝛ fire frõ 
heauen to touche me, noꝛ lyghtening to 
burne me, noz the riucrs todzenche me, 
noz any other paine, perill, death, oz de⸗ 
ſtruction (as I haue well deſerned) to 
trouble oz afflict me. Foz when by ſpnne 
I went away from thee, J not onelp de⸗ 
ſerned thine anger and indignation, but 
iuſtlpe alſo pꝛonoked eche creature of 
. thine to maligne me. And no marnaple, 
_ fozifanymansthiall oz 3 
WY | m 
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— And thus — 
tis, controle and oe 
ꝛeake thier Lreatozs 
| thee ininry, 


az 


to the lone of God.” \ 


comming 
as thou haſt awaited my 


ted the 
ftination 


from my 
debe t Wee en I haut 
why hee dach viſlembled that he myght 


„ 


commend his patience, and 2 


Wr 


lone. Fox this cauſe, as I well remem⸗ 


2 


1 s of myne owne 
es, and to fcele the great griefe and 
of the ſamc .. And foz this cauſe 
he lead and conueped me to the gates of 
dell and to the payncs and-tojnentes 
NnNouided fo the wicked. And to the end 
that no hurtful conſideration of my lins 
might remaine within me, he cuſpired in 
to me a better gaue not on⸗ 
ly hope of remiſſion, but alſo a full and 
perfect pardon. And ſo fully did he pars 
ks don mee / that neither rruenge can con⸗ 
. demne me, noz vpbzaiding confoũd me, 
| noz imputing diminiſh his zeale oz loue 
£4, n 
no manp, that in 
ſuch ſozt pardon iniurie, as though they 
reuenged it not, & pet they caſt it in the 
teeth. And other ther be ailo, that albe⸗ 
it they be ſilent, hold their tounges , and 
lay nought, pet they relerne the malice 
in che bo their ſtomale, and vn⸗ | 
- derthecloke ofſilence hide ſpite and ran 
caur. But neither of theſe ſoztes pardo- 4 
nerh accozding to þ rules of Gods lone 
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and charitye . And 3 very arr 
4 fromtheſe differeth the moſt merepfull 
nature ot᷑ God: which alwaies dealeth 
plainly, and pardoueth and koꝛgeueth lo 
fully and freelp, that the conſtant fayth 
of the lynners that da repent — | 
and fozethinke their offences, may 
Paules wo2des be comfozted, that may wet, 
aboundance of ſynne was, there grace Ae . 5 
is moꝛe plentifull. witnes faint Peter, 
who after he had thziſe denied his Qai⸗ John. 16. 
ſter, by a tripple commanndement was 
of Chꝛiſt his Church made a Hhepheard John. 21. 
and Þaſtoz. Saint Paule alſo of an ene⸗ 

mit and perlecutoz of the Boſpell, was Acer g. | 
made a veſſel of election, and a teacher 9419 | 
the Deathen. Euen as Mathew of a tole Ausb. ae 
gatherer was made an Apoſtle, and the 
kirſt in the new teſtament that wꝛote as 
ny wept vp 


FT he.xii, Chapter. i... 
[ Of the gift of continencie. 
thynges 
as you 
itt of concinencie , Conti- 
DJ, nencie 


| " ey, 
# 010, 


nencie N meane, not onelp from carnas 


ſocner they be called. So that J, who in 
foꝛmer tyme 


coulde ſcantipe fozbeare a 
thyng thee dapes together, can nowe 
thzongh Bods helpe foꝛbeare it fo2 euer. 
nd thereby finde occaſion right iuſtlye 


o lap, that he that is mighty, hath done 
great thinges foz mee But ſome man 
perhaps thinketh, that continencic is a 
matter of eaſe, and light of impoꝛtance. 
But ſo thinke not J, J wyll enſure you, 
-  .fo2 J knowe what enemies it hath, and 
of what might they be, and therfoꝛe how 
needeful it is fo it to be Kurdy « ſtrong 
2 1 withſtand ſuche a bzoode of 


The — and chicfe enemy that conti⸗ 
nencp hath, is our owne ficlh, whileſt it 
luſteth and coucteth agaynſt the ſpirite. 
what a familiar enemy is this troto 
O how perilous is the @nflict that 
groweth hereby? Oz how ſecrete c how 
ſoze is the like to be, wher the ene⸗ 
my hath ſuch miaht and opoꝛtunitye ta 
hurt? Truly my Sole, this foc is moſt 
daũgerous, moſt erne,molke * moſt 


-- 
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imp 
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Aa Fr of God, 
ther any way to flee,oz to eſcape her, noy 
any meanes oz policy to put her to flight 


bat maugre our heades we muſt beare 
her about vs, becauſe ſhe is euer lynked 
and tped vnto vs. And therekoꝛe what 


is mote perilous, wꝛetched oz miſerable, 
then to be not onelpe fo2ced to feede and 
ſuſtaine her, but alſo to be pꝛohibited to 


do her hurt oꝛ harme? Thou ſeeſt then 


what neede thou haſt , carefullye to be⸗ 
ware and to kepe thy ſelfe from that foe, 
whom thou ſaffereſtto fleepe in thyne 
down lappe and boſome. But weil were 
thee (my Soule) hadſt thou none other 
enemie, oz it this one were al, thou were 
thꝛiſe happy and foztunate. But alas the 


while, ther is one other as ſtout, ſturdyꝛ/ , 
cruel, daungerous, x hurtful as ſhe, as 


hard alĩo to be eſcaped, wherſoęner thou 


doeſt beſtow thy ſelfe. Fot he doth enui⸗ 


ron and compaſſe thee round about, And 
which way locucr thou conuert ozturne 
thee, he is ready and at hand to afſauit e 
encounter thee. This enemp is this pꝛe⸗ 


ſent wicked woꝛld, which by fine gates, 


1 are thy ſpue lenſes, woũdeth thee 
DD. 9. with 


ws. Neither is 
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with his barter dhe in death at 
thine own wyndowes. 
The third is that common aduerſarye 
- fmozne deadlye foe, to all Adams poſte⸗ 
ritie, that old ſubtile Serpent J meane, 
which is moꝛe crafty and wylye then all 
creatures either ar oz can be. This 
enemy is he, whom no eye can diſcerne, 
E therefoze to anopde him, paſſeth mans 
abilitie, Foz ſometine he aſſaulteth vs 
openlp, and violently,ſometime he ſtea- 
leth on vs ſecretlye and guilefullye, and 
alwaies continueth his crueitie and ma⸗ 
lice, ſeekyng to oppꝛeſſe vs by myght, 
14 lleight, oꝛ pollicie. And who is able to 
| endure all this? Oꝛ who is fyt to encoũ⸗ 
ter this Champion: Uerely no man, but 
bee that hath toned vs, and that by hys 
triumphãt death hath atchined this vic⸗ 
£02tefo2 vs. Thou maieſt therfoze know 
O my Doule,, howe hard & difficult it is 
to he continent, and what Bodgeucth to 
make it eaſp foꝛʒ vs. And therby the moꝛe 
, entirely to loue him foꝛ aſſiſting vs with 
his grate, when we ſhoulde-otherwyſe 
kaynt though our own frailty æ weake⸗ 
eee Lond haue we — 
poder 
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fo the loue of 


power and might, to withſtand the fozce 
of this tripple batterye, mayntayned gs 
gainſt vs with ſuche foꝛte and violence, 
And he it is, and none other but he, that 
confoundeth thy foes, and all them that 
trouble thee. It is onely Bod J ſay that 
treadeth vnder foote foz vs, not onelye 
our fleſh, all our fleſhly concupiſcence, 
but alſo the woꝛld wyth all wozldly va- 
nities: and finally the Deuil with al his 
wicked ſuggeſtions , Dane not I there⸗ 


mighty hath done great thynges koz mer 


he. xiiii. Chapter. 
¶ Of the gift of hope. 

7 Bod and Hauiour hach 
geuen mee the graceſg ©. 
Hilco confozme my lelfe to 
| > =1hys Wpll by obedience, 
— that I am fully aſſured 
through faith in his pzomile, that finally 
I ſhallenioy his kyngdome and blyſſt. 
And this grace conliſteth in thꝛee eſpeti⸗ 
all poiutes: The deteſtation and hate ok 
mylynnes toꝛepaſt, the contempt e dil⸗ 
Eee daine 


fore inſt cauſe to confelle, that hee that is 7,4, 7. 


to attain he hath genen me thc hope, and 
ſuppoꝛteth the ſame by thzee things allo, 
which ſtrengthen and confirme my hart 
in marueilous ſozt, and ſo . — 
encourage me, as no want of woozkes, 
noꝛ lacke of merites, noz conſidcration 
of pzinate commoditics , noz deepe eſti⸗ 
mation of the heauenly bliſſe ſhalbe able 
tocaſt medowne fro the tower of hope, 
but that my Houle therein ſhall be roo⸗ 
ted foz euer. And it pe long to knowe 
what thynges theſe are, they are theſe 
that followe. 
Firſt I conſider the lone of hym that 
-  \opted me: Secondly the truth ot him 
that dyd pꝛomiſe mee: And thirdlpe,the 
= might of him that redeemed me. Now 
therfoze let my fleſyly thoughtes repine 
and murmour as them liſt, and ſay:who 
art thou ? oz haw great is heanens top? 
oz by what merites doeſt thou hope to 
attaine it 2 Foz J wpll confidently aun⸗ 
wer, J know in whom J haue beleucd, 
and am fully alſurcd , and wholp relol⸗ 
ned, that God in hys ſouerapgne — 
at 


miele b. 


+ Harhchoſenand adopted me, 
lz true in his pꝛomiles, and 
foꝛme them: and that he may do in hea⸗ 
nen, and in earth, whatſoeuer hee wyll. 
And koꝛ thecſe merites ought J to loue 
my Bod and ſauiour. Foz it is the woz= 
king of great grate and mercy, that whE 
I flee frõ God, he doth folow me: when 
I feare to come npe him, hee doth allure 


me: when I deſpaire, hee doth recoms 


fozt mee: when J am vnthankfull , hee 
doth ſtyll benefit mee: when I commit 
vncleanes, hee doth clenſe me: when IH 
»* dclight in vanities, hee ſheweth me hys 
truthes: whe Jlye bound in the bonds 


euil, he loſcth me fro them, ſetteth me at 


dzaw me to his kingdome. 


— 17. 
COf God his bountie, of our iniquity, 
and of thankes geuing. 


conſider thoſe gifts of gods goods 
nes, which are oneipe knowen to 
thy ſelte: As w how gladſome any 
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of vnſoluble wickednes, and cuſtome of 
libertie, and finally from the wozld, dot 


Ut yet now ( my Soule) behold gw 


\ 


Ne chere Chꝛiſt offereth hym 

0 renouncing the woꝛld, 6 
with what delicates hee refreſheth thy 
hunger, and with what ſtoze of mercy he 
doth enritch thy pouertie. what ſecrete 
us he doth enſpire into thee, and 


make thee merrpe, when thon foloweſt 
his pathes, fozſaking things tranſitozy. 
Is it a thing ſmall, troweſt thou, vyle oz 
tontemptible, that of his oncipe & mere 
mercy he calleth thee a fugitiue, thzall, @ 
rebell, from thy reſtles gadding, to hys 


thee with ſpirituall conlolation: Foz if 
thou were tempted,he ſuſtained thee 2if 
thou were in daunger, he reliened thee: 
t thon werſozowful, he comfozted thee: 
ik thou were wanering, he dyd confirme 
thee. Dow often allo were thou ready to 
wyther away f6} teare, when he louing⸗ 
ly toode by to cheriſh thee ? And when 
to quenche thy dzouth , hee infuſcd hym 
lelle into thee 2 Neither canſt thou fo2- 
get how often with his ſpirituall lyght 
he clered thine vnderſtading , ſenſe,rca- 
fon, and feeling, whenthou wer ſinging 
| oz rea⸗ 


bow pleaſant a cup oflone he doth 


ſetled home, and plentyfullye refreſheth 
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to che fone of God. 


| di readingany ſpiritual thing, And 
in thy memozy it is rife alſo, how often 


when thou were in pꝛaier, hee rauiſhed 


thee with vnſpeakeable deſire from alt 
thinges that are carthlye, to delight thy 


and heauenly Paradiſe. J leaue here ta 
ſpeake of the great woozkes of mercye, 
which it pleaſed his Maieſty to doo, and 
wootke by mee, leaſt anpe part of that 


pꝛaiſe, honoʒ and gloʒy, which is onelye 
his own, ſhould any way ſeeme to be al⸗ 
tribed to me. Foz in the iudgement ol 


man the grace of the geuer, and the feli⸗ 


titie ofthe receauer, ſeeme ſo vnited and 


knit together, that he is not onely pꝛay⸗ 
ſed, who is onely pzayſe woꝛthpe, but he 
alſo commended, whom Bod in hys 
wozkes doth make but his inſtrument. 


And the receauer made partner of the 


praiſe with the gener, which to the glozy 


of Bod is not a Iytele iniurious. Fo: 


what hath any man that he hath not re⸗ 
teiued? why then is he pzaiſed that hath 


freely receaued, fo2 that in the which hee 
hath nothing deſerued ? To thee there⸗ 
076 O We be 2 tad, en 


1 


vet 


elle in the plealure of that euerlaſtyng 


4. Cor. ty 
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and th but to me thy creas 
ture ſhame and confuſis, that haue done 
ſo much euil, and receiued lo much good. 
Se now therkoꝛe O my Soule, that not 
onely Gods bountpe, but alſo our own 
iniquitie doth highly commend the loue 
ol God towards vs, Foz if this be great 
liberalitie, to geue muche to them that 
haue deſerned nothing, how greatip ſhal 
o ought that goodnes to bee eſteemed, 
that requiteth thẽ with good, who haue 
merited euil? O what lone is this which 
no wickednes oz iniquity is able to oner 
come? Some thinges there bee whych 
{Bod mercpfullp pardoneth, other there 
be which he bountifully geueth . Foꝛ he 
pardoneth our vices, and geueth vs his 
vertnes, alwayes as readye to foꝛgeue, 
as ts geue: being on the one ſidelouing, 
and on Ache other lde liberal. 

Let vs theretoze confefſe our ſyus vn⸗ 
to hym: Let vs J ſape confefſe/ that we 
haue our ſinnes from our ſelues, that he 
mape pardon thein, E our vertues from 
him, that he mape continue and encreaſe 
them. And let vs endeuour withont all 


craleng, that n 
thank⸗ 


—  therhideth noz diſſembleth anye thyng. 


' ho the loue of God, © 


- *thankfull foz that which he pardoneth, 
neither pet vumpndefull of that which 
he geneth, This I ſay let hunendenour 
that beleneth in God, oz earneſtlye deſp⸗ 
reth to be his loner . Foz true lone nep⸗ 


What therfoze woꝛketh the diligent con⸗ 
ſideration of all theſe thinges, but mars 
neilouſlp to withdꝛaw the mynde of the 
louer from all other lone to loue God a⸗ 
lone, who hath geuen all this ? But if 
any man conceaue that God hath geuen 
vnto him whatloeueris foꝛefapde, and 
doubteth not pet to loue him but lyght⸗ 
p, let him be aſſured that ther is no man 
but that if he ſeeke, e may finde occaſis 
why to thinke him ſelfe. to Bod moſt be⸗ 
holding, and with all his power moſt di⸗ 
ligently to thanke him, whyle lyle and 
* breath ſhall pꝛolong his daies. He ther⸗ 
foze who wanteth any thing neceſſarp to 
further hys ſoule health, ought nepther 
to murmour again God noz to accuſe 
him. Fo he doth all thynges vpon inft 
occaſion, diligent deliberation, and ad= 
uiſed iudgement, x hath mercy on whom 
be wyl, izdgeth whom he wyll,and har⸗ 
J. ij. deneth 


2 Cora 


| $methwhom hee wyll. And is able not 
oncly to gene to whom he wyll, but alſo 
to take away from whom he wyl, what, 
and when beſt ſtandeth with hys plea⸗ 
ſure. Night good is it then, and alſo fyt 
and necefſary, that he who hath not thoſe 
thinges which be needeful fo; him,ſhuld 
not onely be ſad and ſoꝛp, but alſo labour 
and pꝛaye to get and attaine them: And 
then when he hath gotten them,to ſhew 
him ſelte grate and thankfull vuto Bod 
foz them. 
be,xvi.Chapter. 


of the benefitof Chriſt his death 
and paſſion, 


=== eat therefoze and na 
; : Ne therefoze and many, nap 


rather infinite e innumerable 
are the benefites , O Lozd my 
SS Is od, which thou haſt heaped 
vpon me : And foz them am J bounden 
euer moze, both to lone and pꝛapſe thee. 
Foz what ſoeuer goodnes J haue pꝛe⸗ 
ſentipe, oz what ſocuer q haue had in 
times paſt, oz what ſoeuer J ſhall haue 
in time to come, it commeth from thee 
(thau Authour ofal goodnes) frõ whom 
whas forueris good in derde, az fo ac⸗ 
© compred, 
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to the lone of God. 
tompted, doth iſſue, flow e pꝛocede. But 
— — © 
wett all doth inflame, vrge, and mooue 
me, to ſet my whole delight, and all mp 
loue vpon thee. | 
This N ſay ſpecially, O my Loꝛd Je⸗ 
ſu, makes thee to me both loninge , and 
amiable , that thou vonched ſafe of thy 
mere mercp, to ſuffer for me moſt ſhame 
full and cruell death, in accompliſhinge 
the worke of my redemption, This one⸗ 
lye , this wholly, and this moze then all 
thinges, doth chalenge vnto it, euen by 
ſpeciall deſert,all our lyfe,all our labour 
all our ſcruice, and loue. This is pt 
ſay,that better ſtirreth,ſwetelyer ſcketh, 
and greatlyer encreaſeth oure denotion 
toward thee, the all thine other kindnes 
92 goodnes towardes vs. For in this 
wotke of our reconſiliation made by the 
bytter panges of his paſſion, the vniuer⸗ 
ſal creatonr was ſo oppꝛeſied with pain 
and trauaple.that he was nothinge lykt 
wearied in the wozkmiſhip of þ whole 
— wotld. Foz of the wozld,and of al things 
in the would, he onelyſapd the worde,and 
Fey were _ he gane the commaun⸗ 
. dement 
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dement, and they were created. But for 
the reſtauration of man kynd, the paine s 
and the ſoꝛowes which he ſuffered, are 
in all reſpects manifolde, maruailous, æ 
vnſpeakeable ? Behold therfoze how he 
toned vs, that foʒ no neede oz neceſſitye 
on his owne behalfe , but onelpe foz the 
loue which he bare to vs , woulde beare, 
and ſuſtaine (ſuch paines and ſo meruai⸗ 
tous, Juſtly — haue J lapde, and 
may N lap, that this one thinge excelleth 
all other his benefites. Fo2 though it be 
greatly to be waped, and alſo to be eſte⸗ 
med foz no fmali token ot bountpe, that 
a man contenteth himſetfe,oz condeſcen⸗ 
deth kranklp to gyue his goodes to ano⸗ 
ther, pet is this much moze and infinitly 
incomparable to geeue, and be ſtowe a 
mans own ſelte foʒ his neighbour. And 
thoughe this bee an argument ot greate 
ioue, and charitp, to geue a mans lyfe for 
his friendes: pet is this a plaine pꝛofe of 
great affection to dye fo2 foes, and ene⸗ 
mycs.as the ſonne of Bod did, when he 
dyed foz vs. Foz whe we were enemies 
to God, we wer recdciled by the death of 
Rema.s, his (one, Hardely ſaith Paul dieth a * 


the 5 Ford. 


fora tut m but he neuertheles dyed foz 
þ wycked, the iuſt koz the vninſt that he 
might pzeſent vs blameles in the ſyght 
of his father. And from heauen became 
he exiled and baniſhed,that he might re⸗ 
ſtoꝛe vs to the iopes of that kingdome. 
O how vnſpeakeable therefoze is this 
lone and charitie? Oz what tounge can 
expꝛeſſe the lweetenes of thys affection? 
Oꝛ how marueilous a mercye was thys 
I pꝛay pou, that Bod foz man ſhould bes 
come man, o2 that God foz man ſhoulde 
dye in the fleſh 2 and fo be tempted in all 
thinges belonging to mans infirmitie, Hebr 
ſonne onely excepted: Foz behold it hal . c. 
foꝛthwith appeare to the eye of thine vn 
derſtanding, with how great a raunſom 
man was redeemed: which by reaſon of 
his ſynne was iuſtlpe enthꝛaulcd co the 
Deuil, and the moſt dzeadfull ſentence of 
death and damnation . Neither is it to 
be hidden, chat if man had not ben raun⸗ 
ſomed, accoꝛdyng to gods good mercye- 
exhibited in his ſonne, with the Denill & 
his aungels hee had beene loſt foz ener. 
And all this doo J tell thee, that thou 
mapeſt haue ſome feeling how much mi 
| is 


is bounde to bee louyng to Bod fot al⸗ 
thinges: and not onely pacientip, but als 
ſo willinglye , and with all the might ol 
power and feruencye, to abyde aud en⸗ 
dure ſoꝛrow and griefe foz him, that ſuf 
fered foz vs ſuah extremitie of griete and 
Acbes. 14. ſorow . Foz by manꝝ tribulations muſt 
we enter into the kingdome of god. Let 
my Soule therefoze (O my Lozd Jeſu) 
hold and embzace thy kleſſed bodye cruz 
citied, and let it dzincke aſweete dzaughe 
of thy moſt pꝛecious bloud, by deepe im⸗ 
pꝛintyng ofthy paſſion in my mynde & 
memo2y . Vea let this pleaſant remem⸗ 
btaunceſo poſſeſſe my memoꝛpe, that no 

obliuion oꝛ forgetfuines bee able to ab⸗ 

ſcure it. But gene me grace to iudge of 

e my leite as Saynt Paule dyd, namelpe, 
4. Ce. that J know nothing but Lhziſt Jeſu, & 
23 him alfo cruciftcd ; ſo that vapne errour 
be not ſuffercd to withdzawe my know⸗ 


ly let this wonderful loue towar des me 
challenge to it ſcife all my lone tothee 2 
that no wozldlye deſyze haue power to 
that the hart oz mynde that is _— 
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ledge from the ſoundnes of faith. Final- 


to the hoxe of God. 


ſtraightned with keare, noz defiled with 
luſt, uo tozne with wꝛath, noz aduaun⸗ 
ced with pꝛide, noz waſted with vayne 
glozp, noꝛ ſtyꝛred with madnes,no2 vn⸗ 
bowelled with ambition, noꝛ ſhzoonken 
with couetouſnes, noz ouerthꝛowẽ with 
ſadnes, noz conſumed with enupe, ney⸗ 
ther yet coꝛrupted with anpe other vice, 
while in the lweetenes of thee it reſteth 
conftant and immoueable. De therfoze 
that to his Seruanntes geueth ſo great 
thinges in this woꝛld pꝛeſent, how great 
trow you, doth he relerue for them, and 
lay vp in ſtoze, in the wozld to come: 
The thinges yet that he pzelentlp ge⸗ 
ueth, are tempoꝛall, but choſe which hee 
pꝛomiſeth to geue hereafter, are 
+ incomperably better then all the tem⸗ 
pozall goods of the wozld. Foz tempo⸗ 
ral goods are painfully gotten, and ea⸗ 
lely waſted. And when we haue them ſu⸗ 
reſt, Loꝛd what a care it is to kepe them, 
what lozow to loſe them, and what end⸗ 
les payne 


but 
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With the lone ofthee 5 can neyther bee 


and tranaile ta reconer them 
;  againes? But the ritches of the woꝛld to 
i are neuer loſt, neuer diminiſhed, 


but alwayes pollefſtd with top 6 quiet⸗ 

nes, as things cuermoze longed foz, and 
neuer hated oz loathed. Foz hee that to 
theſe heauenly ritches is once alpired, & 
hath gotten them into hys handes and 
poſſeſſion, ſhall bet as well-afſared that 
he ſhall neuer lole them, as he hath cars 
neſt delire neuer to koꝛgo them. 


The. xvii. Chapter. 
TOf the benefit of God his promiſe. 
Jaht highly therefozc is Bod | 


to bee loued in his pꝛomiſes, 
in almuch as he hath behight 
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ves greater thinges . then hes 


therto hee hath geuen vs. Foz hee hath 
pꝛomiſed vnto vs reſt from paine, liber⸗ 
tie from thzaldome, ſecuritie from feare, 
comtoꝛt from ſozrow, reſurrection from 
the dead, and after that our bodyes are 
rapſed vp agapne, ſuche full and perfect 
blyſle as neuer ſhall hafie ending. Final⸗ 
. © ' pe he hath pzomilſed him ſelfe vnto vs, 
"Luke, 1. euen as he ſware to our fathers, that hee 
would geue him lelfe foz vs. Great ther 
fozeare the pꝛomiſes of God @ vnſpeak⸗ 
able, and foz theſe, and in a 1225 


is onely the maner that in this our lone 


>" ww — _ SSD 4 - 
- 


' tothe laue of God. 


de loned or vs: arth in ſnch ſozt and ina⸗ 

ner as it behoneth vs. "i 
But if thou wylt know in what ſozt it 

behoueth vs to loue God, vehementipe 


to deſire to haue the pꝛomile perfozmed, 


is of duty required. The pꝛomiſe of Bod 
pet, how ſoeuer it bee deſp2ed , is muche 
lefſe delired, then it onghe koꝛ to be. And 
bowe ſocuer the Louer of God pꝛofi⸗ 


teth, andinercafcth in louyng hym , hee 
dught ſtyll to pzofite , and to encreaſe to 


moze. Foꝛ the earneſt and true longyng 
after God in ſome reſpect, hath no mean 


noꝛ meaſure, when as it can neuer ſo ex⸗ 


ceede, that it maye be thought to muche. 
And where as in al other thinges impa⸗ 
tiencie is ener blamed, vehement impa⸗ 
tiencie ofthe delay in the expeetacion of 
gods pꝛomiſes, that is, to hane and poſz 
ſeſſe God, deſerueth land and pꝛaile, as a 


thing moſt commendable. Fox the moze 


a man loueth God, and the moꝛe he lon⸗ 


geth after hym, the impariencie in that 
delaye toꝛmenteth the moze, e the hope 


which is diffcrred, ſoze vexeth the ſonle. 
Bat theſe pꝛecions iewels in this word 
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pie 
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the heanenly palace. And therfoze of that 
good whych is chiefe of all goodnes, 
marie n how ies, ui be | 


9 The. xwiis Chapter. 

¶ Of the conſideration of the Deity & 
ioyes of heaue n. 
| 8 7 iy Et vs \iyzre vp thercfoze and 
; aduaunce all our vnderſtan⸗ 
ding, as farfo2th as the grace 
* of Bod may alliſt it, to waigh 
and confider how great the onelpe and 
pꝛoper iop of the cholen is there, where 
the place is pzepared foꝛ them. That is 
to ſay, that onely high ſoueraigne good, 
which is iyfe, lyght,blyfſcfulnes, wyle⸗ 
dome, eternitie, and ſuch other like ; and 
vet is but onelye one in nature moſt ex⸗ 
cellent,and high good, ſufficing to it ſelf 
in all thinges, needing oz wanting no- 
thing: and which all haue neede of, not 
 onelyto ke, butailo well to be. Thys 

is Bod the Father, thys is the 
1 


that is, the Sonne of the Father, 
this is that one and common !oue, 
da 
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ed the Father and ihe Honne, namelye 
that holy Spirite, which trom them both 

emquallp doth iſſu e and pꝛoceede. And that 
which euerpe one of theſe is in parſon 
particularip, the ſame is the whole Tri⸗ 
nitie, the Father, the Sonne, z the holye 
{Bhoſt. Foz euerp ſinguler parſon of this 
Trinitie, is doubtles nothyng els but 
that high loueraigne vnitie, of the god⸗ 
head J meane, and the Deitie,which can 
neither be multiplied, encreaſed, noꝛ al⸗ Te. 10. 
tered. 
Moꝛeouer, this is that onely one thing 
which is needefull and neceſſarye. And 
that onely is neceſlarpe, in the which all 
good is, oꝛ which of it lelfe is tze onclye 
one, and aloue good. Foꝛ if eche ſeuerall 
good thing, be good and delectable,then 
thinne with thy ſcife how delectable that 
good is, which containeth in it the plea⸗ 
fure and delight of all that is good, and 
not ſuche as wee fpnde, 01 taſte in Gods 
creatures, but lo far differing in al kinde 
of excellency, as the LOG wendy! 
nes doth cxcell the creature. Foꝛ if lpfe 
created de good, howe good is thatlyfe 
which did create it If health made, 
Jeſs 
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gruen be good, how food is that health 
that made oz gaue it? Ik the wiſedome 
amiable , that conſiſteth in y knowledge 
of thinges p be made, how amiable is p 
wiſedome that made all thoſe things of 
nothing: Finally,if in things delectable 
the delight be great and manikold, howe 
great fs the ſame in him that made, and 
oꝛdained what ſocuer is delectahle? O 
bow happye is that Soule , which maye 
haue vſe of that good: what ſhall hee 
bane myſle ot, that hath it? oz what ſhal 
de not want, that lackes it? Foz who ſo 
bath that, ſhall together haue the goodes 
both of body and ſoule: and thoſe ſuche 
aiſo ,fo paſſing and ſo excellent, as nep- 
ttz⸗herepe hath ſene, noz care hath heard, 
1. C. 2. n the hart of man bath thought oꝛ con⸗ 
ceaued , why then wander we thzo 
fomanye thinges, to ſeeke the goodes of 
our bodie and ſoule 2 
Let vs rather lone that one Bod in 
whom is all that good is, and ic ſhall be 
_ inoughe and ſufficient foz vs. Let vs 
. 
| is all good, w 
ſhall nede to ſecke no further, ande 
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tothe loue of God. | 
loueſt thou O my flelh, oz what deſire 

thou, O my Soule 2 There and in chae 
ſame ſelfe good, that is: in thy Houe⸗ 
raigne Loꝛd God, is doubtles al whatſo 
ener pe loue, oz deſire . To ſpeake there⸗ 
foze ot the goods of the heauenlye kings 
dome, oz to conteaue oz vnderſtãd them, 
no man cloathed in the fleſy, ſuffileth, oz 
is able, Foz in truth they are much grea⸗ 
ter & better, then epther they are thought 
oꝛ percepued to bee. Foz the kingdome 
of Bod excelleth all fame, paſſeth all 
pꝛaiſe, ſurmounteth all cunning, & excel⸗ 
leth what ſoeuer gloꝛpe is thought moſt 
ropall oz famous. The kingdome of god 
therfoze is full ot light, and peace, chari⸗ 
tye and patience, woozſhippe and glozp, 
pleaſure and delight, euerlaſting in iop, 
perpetuall in bliſtulnes, and repleniſhed 
with all other goodes , what ſocuer are 
vnpoſſible to bee ſpoken, oꝛ compꝛehen⸗ 
ded . Andyctought J not therkoꝛe to be 
mute 02 ſilent, but to ſay ſo muche as J 
can: Bycaule I cannot ſape ſo much as 
A woulde. Foz bycauſe we bclenc that 
Bod is vnſpeakable, it is not fozth with 
reaſon to thincke our ſelues not N 
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to fpeake of him that we tan. oꝛ are able: 
Neyther is this tollerable, p we ſhoulde 
not belene of that life euerlaſting, which 
Bod by his pꝛomile hath ſealed vnto vs 
mo2? a great deale, then is ſette fozth in 
wyyting. Foz neyther can the toung,noz 
the pen exmeſſe ſa much, as the hart can 
tompꝛehende, and pet the hart which is 
ot greateſt capacity, and ot al things con⸗ 
ceancth moſt p2ofoundly, and depely, is 
karre to light to compziſe the Maieſtp of 
Bod, his ioyes and gloꝛy. Of the lyle to 
tome therefoze, we muſt earneſtly beleue 
that it is both euerlaſting in it ſelke, and 
— Aer And that ther is 

u curity, and lecure tranquility, 
peaceable pleaſantnes, blyffull eternity, 
and eternall bliſfuines, wher is perfytte 
lonc.no feare, no dzead, no want of dap: 
But cherefull motion, and one ſpirite a⸗ 
all, aſſured ofthe light of God , « 
to abyde in his ioy, where that cy- 


ttt is, which is the bleſſed congregation 


of all Aungels and Saintes; gliſtering 
E ſhyning in the righteouſnes of Chꝛiſt. 
There J ſay wher cuerlaſting ſaluation 

aboundeth, where truth * eth, where 
: no 


e be 


where no happye man can bee caſt ont o 


exiled, noz whither anye wꝛetch may bee 
dzawen oz aduaunced, This is the blyſſe⸗ 
full contemplatiue life, to the which ſuch 
as come by faith fruitfull and charicable, 
ſhall be made lyke to the blyſſeful ſpirits, 
and raigne in Gods kingdom with them 
foʒ euer. Foz what they belened here, 
that (hal they ſee there and beholding the 
ſubſtance of their Creacour; wyth pure 
hartes, and innocent epes, ſhall triumphe 
in top euerlaſting, and thzough the poſs 
ſeſſion of gods lone in mutuall charitie, 
ſhall be eche together with other, & toy= 
ned with their Bod in vnitpr z conco2dg 


And hauing receined the pziuiledge of tze 


hcauenlye countrpe, as perpctualipe en⸗ 
frannchized into the ſame, ſhall eniop the 
benefit long befoze promiſed. 
There ſhall be ſuch gladnes, and ſuche 

plenty and ſtoze of heancnly ſolace, aboũ⸗ 
ding in the fulnes of gods goodnes and 
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grate, that to their Lo2d god ſouecapgne * 


geuer of luch giltes, they ſhal inceſlantiy 
pelde thankes and pzayſe wpthout anpe 


- 
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ung. or hauing ol gods ſo manyfold blefs 


ſinges. Foz the hartes of enery one ſhall 
there be open eche to other, as cozpozall 


thynges are here lene with the ſyght of 
our bodelye epes. And ſo perfect and ſo 
cleane ſhall mens conſciences bee there, 
that they ſhall haue continuall cauſe to 
thanke Bod fo? their puritie,@not bluſh 
no; be aſhamed fo: their fozmer offences, 
in as muche as neither ſynnernoz ſynne 


ſhall be there, wher power is taken from. 


all men to ſynne any moze. Neither ſhall 
they which be perkectip bleſled, bee igno⸗ 
rant of anpe myſterie oz ſecrete, oz they 
ſhall ſee him in whom all ſecretes are o⸗ 
pened, & that face to fate, as them ſelues 
are ſene. Foz then ſhall mankynde in all 
perfection be made ſo abſolute, that from 
thence foozth it ſhall neuer bee altered oz 
chaunged, but of that ſubſtance of Man, 
bp gloꝛititation trauſtoꝛmed into the like 
nes of his moſt bleſſed Maker, al the na⸗ 
turall goodes carſt receined of Bod, and 
diſfitgured by mans ſynne in this wꝛet⸗ 
ched woz lde, ſhall there in that blyſſe bee 
repaired to better, that js to ſap: vnder⸗ 
ſhall be without errour, memo⸗ 
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wandering, charitie wyt fapning, 
ſenſe wythout offence; health wythout 
ſicknes, myꝛth without ſozrow, pleaſure 
without paine,life without death;agility 
wythout impediment , kulnes out 
lothlomnes, and ſoundnes Without dyſ= 
eaſe . Foz whatſoeuer in this life, eyther 
2 violence of beaſtes, oz rage of miſloꝛ⸗ 
tune hath impatred in mans bodp, what 


ſoeuer ſycknes hath feebled, oz crueltye | 


* waſted, oz dyſeaſe putrified, oꝛ age in it 

elke comberſome hath bennmmed oꝛ cũõ⸗ 
ſumed, ſhal all againe in the glozions re⸗ 
ſurrection be renued & reſtoꝛed, and the 
whole bodies with all their lymmes and 
members vnited to their ſoules, ſhall to⸗ 
gether be endued with incozruptible na⸗ 
ture. And thereloze who ſoener in that 


blyſlefulnes, is blyſfully poſſeſſed, K | 


by no diſtance of place, differ 
rite,no2 any other meane what — — 
be, at any tyme bee ſeperated from the 
n | 
nes ok hys glozy, 4 
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